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Ten automakers commit to include
automatic emergency braking on all new
vehicles
Ten major vehicle manufacturers have
committed to making automatic emergency
braking (AEB) a standard feature on all
new vehicles built, the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and
the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety
(IIHS) announced on September 11.

Courtesy of the European New Car Assessment Programme

“We are entering a new era of vehicle safety, focused on preventing crashes from
ever occurring, rather than just protecting occupants when crashes happen,” said
U.S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx. “But if technologies such as automatic
emergency braking are only available as options or on the most expensive models, too
few Americans will see the benefits of this new era. These 10 companies are committing
to making AEB available to all new-car buyers.”
The announcement represents a major step toward making crash-prevention
technologies more widely available to consumers. The 10 companies – Audi, BMW,
Ford, General Motors, Mazda, Mercedes Benz, Tesla, Toyota, Volkswagen and Volvo –
will work with IIHS and NHTSA in the coming months on the details of implementing
their historic commitment, including the timeline for making AEB a standard feature.
NHTSA and IIHS encourage all other light-vehicle and trucking manufacturers to bring
automated vehicle technology to all vehicles on U.S. roadways as soon as possible.
Automatic emergency braking includes a range of systems designed to address the
large number of crashes, especially rear-end crashes, in which drivers do not apply the
brakes or fail to apply sufficient braking power to avoid or mitigate a crash. AEB systems
use on-vehicle sensors such as radar, cameras or lasers to detect an imminent crash, warn
the driver and, if the driver does not take sufficient action, engage the brakes.
“The evidence is mounting that AEB is making a difference,” said IIHS President
Adrian Lund. “Most crashes involve driver error. This technology can compensate for the
mistakes every driver makes because the systems are always on alert, monitoring the road
ahead and never getting tired or distracted.”
AEB technology is already showing benefits in the real world. Several studies,
including a recent report from IIHS, show that AEB technology can reduce insurance
injury claims by as much as 35 percent. The 10 manufacturers committing to across-theboard AEB represented 57 percent of U.S. light-duty vehicle sales in 2014.
IIHS and NHTSA will set specific performance criteria for manufacturers to meet their
commitment, and will determine how soon consumers can expect to see AEB technology
as standard equipment. In order for a vehicle to earn IIHS’s highest safety award, ‘Top
Safety Pick’, IIHS requires the vehicle to have an automatic braking system.

New California Motor
Vehicle Laws for 2016
Child Safety Seats—AB 53 (Garcia)
—Requires a parent, legal guardian, or
the driver of a motor vehicle to properly
secure a child who is under 2 years of
age in an appropriate rear-facing child
passenger restraint system, unless the
child weighs 40 or more pounds or is
40 or more inches in height. Amends
Section 27360 of the Vehicle Code;
(See more details on this new law on
page 4).
Highway Lane Use—AB 208
(Bigelow)—This law clarifies the
slow-moving vehicle statute. Existing
law provides that when a slow-moving
vehicle, including a passenger vehicle,
has five or more vehicles in line behind
it on a two-lane highway, and passing
is unsafe because of oncoming traffic
or other conditions, it must turn off the
roadway at the nearest safe turnout to
allow other vehicles to pass. Some twolane highways are so narrow that even
if a bicyclist is riding on the shoulder,
the motorist is unable to provide three
feet of space (Three Feet for Safety
Act). This law clarifies that even if
the slow-moving vehicle is a bicycle,
it must pull over to let other vehicles
pass if five or more vehicles are lined
up behind it. Amends Section 21656 of
the Vehicle Code.
Driving Schools—AB 1024 (Gaines)
—Adds Section 11102.6 to the
Vehicle Code to require driving school
operators who are first licensed on
or after July 1, 2016, and who offer
no behind-the-wheel driver training,
to successfully complete a 60-hour
educational program acceptable to the
department with specified content,
including operator responsibilities
and current laws, instead of meeting
the requirement of having worked
as a driving instructor for a specified
number of hours. (See more details on
this law on page 4).
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ADTSEA/Michelin Long
Beach Tire Safety Workshops
The American Driver & Traffic Safety
Education Association and Michelin
will be conducting a one-day tire
safety workshop prior to the Lifesavers
National Conference on Saturday, April
2, 2016 at the Long Beach Convention
Center in Long Beach, California, for
those attending the conference. There
is no additional fee for the workshop,
but you must register for the Lifesavers
conference
http://lifesaversconference.
org/registration/. The tire workshop will
be open to 30 participants.
A second one-day workshop will
be conducted, at no cost, on Sunday,
April 3, 2016 from 9:00 am–4:00 pm for
driver education instructors and schools
in the Long Beach area, exact location
TBD. The workshop will be open to
30 participants. For more information
on workshop registrations: http://www.
adtsea.org/Long%20Beach.html
As part of the workshops, each
instructor who participates will receive a
complimentary copy of the ADTSEA 3.0
Driver Education Curriculum, including
printed materials and a DVD with slides
and videos. The curriculum will include a
newly developed lesson on tire safety and
maintenance to utilize in the classroom,
which will help Michelin achieve their
goals, through their Beyond the Driving
Test Campaign to have all 50 states
include detailed tire safety information
on checking tire pressure and tread depth
in their individual driver’s education
curricula by 2020. The information in
the lesson plan will help young drivers
understand why tire safety is so important
and will provide “how-to” information
regarding checking tire pressure and tread
depth.
The workshops will highlight how to
incorporate the tire safety and maintenance
lesson into the ADTSEA 3.0 Curriculum
and how to teach tire safety to new
drivers. A professional driver education
teacher will conduct the workshops, and a
Michelin tire safety expert will be present
during the workshop to answer questions
and provide hands on activities. A free set
of Michelin tires will be given away!
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CASE Calendar
December 2015 - Buzzed Driving
is Drunk Driving. Contact: www.
trafficsafetymarketing.gov/
preHolidaySeason
December 18 -January 3, - Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over National
Crackdown. Contact: www.nhtsa.gov/
StopImpairedDriving
April 2-3, 2016 - ADTSEA/Michelin
Long Beach Tire Safety Workshops,
Long Beach Convention Center,
Long Beach, CA. Contact: http://
lifesaversconference.org
April 2016 - National Distracted Driving
Awareness Month. Contact: www.nsc.
org/learn/NSC-Initiatives/Pages/
distracted-driving-awareness-month.

New ADTSEA and Michelin
Tire Safety Training Module
Available for Download
Advancing a national awareness
program to reduce preventable crashes
among
teen
drivers,
Michelin and ADTSEA
today
published
the
first national tire-safety
training
module
for
driving instructors. This
update standardizes tiresafety education materials and provides
a collection of new resources, including
videos and hands-on exercises for
instructors and students.
The new module is designed to equip
driving instructors across the U.S. with an
improved understanding of tire safety and
new instructional resources to deliver this
critical message to new drivers.
To download the tire safety module:
http://www.adtsea.org/ADTSEA%20
Tire%20Safety%20Module.html
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Swatting bug proves fatal
A New Jersey teen driver and his
passenger became distracted while
swatting at an insect inside their car,
contributing to a fatal head-on collision.
The Ocean County prosecutor’s office
says the car driven by a 19 year-old from
Millstone, N.J., crossed the center line on
Route 539 on November 9 and collided
with a tractor-trailer. The 18-year-old
passenger was pronounced dead at the
scene.

63rd Annual CASE Conference
Tracy, California, October 10, 2015

The conference began at the Altamont Raceway
Park with presentations by Get Real Behind
the Wheel, Impact Teen Drivers, ProProse, and
Amtrak.

The afternoon sessions began with a
presentation by Impact Teen Drivers
Executive Director Dr. Kelly Browning.

Ann Staines of ProProse presented
Caltrans’ new work zone safety program
“Be Work Zone Alert”.

Booths were set up for participating agencies
and organizations, including Caltrans.

CHP Officer K. Rashid
discussed the “Start Smart”
driver education program.

Mother-and-daughter long-time
CASE conference attendees Jeri
Rudd and Kevin Tucker.

Attendees had an opportunity to drive
and observe the Get Real Behind the
Wheel “On Track” experience.

Roxane Fidler, Education Programs Consultant
with the California Department of Education,
attended all conference sessions.

CASE President Genny Claxton again did an outstanding
job of organizing this year’s conference. Congratulations,
Genny!

California tightens law on rear-facing
car seats for tots

Driving School Bill AB 1024 Signed into
Law

Governor Jerry Brown signed legislation that will
keep California kids strapped into rear-facing car seats
until they’re 2 years old.

AB 1024 was signed by Governor Brown on October 06, 2015.
The following is from the California Legislative Counsel’s Digest:

The bill, AB 53 (Garcia), signed Sept. 21, was
backed by doctors and traffic safety experts. It will
extend the mandated use of rear-facing seats from
the current 1-year
requirement when
it takes effect at
the start of 2017.
Children
taller
than 40 inches or
weighing
more
than 40 pounds
will be exempt.
The American Academy of Pediatrics’ chapters in
California supported the bill, saying that rear-facing
seats provide the best support for the heads and spines
of infants in collisions.
Children under 2 are 75 percent less likely to die
or be severely injured in a vehicle accident if they are
riding in rear-facing car seats, according to a 2007
study in the journal Injury Prevention. The academy
began advising parents three years ago to keep their
children facing backward until 2, or until they reach
the maximum height and weight for their car seat.
Some parents opposed the legislation because they
would prefer to be able to see their children more easily
in the rear-view mirror and because they feared it
would force kids’ legs into an uncomfortable position.

New Video Available to Driver
Education Teachers
The Traffic Safety Education Foundation has
released a new video presentation. The video is titled,
Realities of Driving Today. It is designed for use by
driver education teachers to be shown to students on
day one, of the driver education process. The video is
designed to give students a realistic understanding of
why driving today is actually getting more and more
dangerous in the U.S. It explains why paying full
attention to the driver education process and driver
education teacher is so critical.
The Realities of Driving Today video can be
downloaded with no cost to teachers at: www.
trafficsafetyeducationfoundation.org
Click on
“Realities of Driving Today” in the navigation area.
Since many teachers will still want a DVD instead of a
download, DVD’s will be available around December
15th, also at no cost to teachers.

AB 1024 (Beth Gaines)— Driving schools.
Existing law requires a person who is licensed as a driving school operator
by the Department of Motor Vehicles to meet specified requirements, and
provides for disciplinary action against those licensees who commit certain
acts. Existing law specifies certain requirements that a driving school
operator must satisfy, including, among others, passing an examination,
within 3 attempts, on traffic laws, safe driving practices, the operation of
motor vehicles, and other topics. Existing law requires the operator to have
worked as a driving instructor for a specified number of hours, as provided.
This bill would require driving school operators who are first licensed on
or after July 1, 2016, and who offer no behind-the-wheel driver training,
to successfully complete a 60-hour educational program acceptable to the
department with specified content, including operator responsibilities and
current laws, instead of meeting the requirement of having worked as a
driving instructor for a specified number of hours.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS
FOLLOWS:
SECTION 1. Section 11102.6 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read:
11102.6. (a) Notwithstanding Section 11102.5, a driving school operator
who is first licensed to operate a driving school on or after July 1, 2016,
and who offers no behind-the-wheel driver training, shall meet all of the
following requirements:
(1) Within three attempts, pass an examination that the department requires
on traffic laws, safe driving practices, operation of motor vehicles, teaching
methods and techniques, driving school statutes and regulations, and office
procedures and recordkeeping.
(2) Pay the department a fee for each examination taken, not to exceed the
reasonable cost of administering the examination.
(3) Be 21 years of age or older.
(4) Have successfully completed an educational program of not less than
60 hours that is acceptable to the department. The program shall include a
minimum of 40 hours of classroom instruction and 20 hours of behind the
wheel instruction. The program shall include, but not be limited to, driving
school operator responsibilities, current vehicle laws, and regulations in
Article 4.6 of Chapter 1 of Title 13 of the California Code of Regulations. The
instruction may be provided by generally accredited educational institutions,
private vocational schools, and education programs and seminars offered by
professional societies, organizations, trade associations, and other educational
and technical programs that meet the requirements of this section.
(b) The qualifying requirements referred to in this section shall be met
within one year from the date of application for a license, or a new
application, examination, and a fee for the examination not to exceed the
reasonable cost of administering the examination shall be required.

