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Renewed Focus on Reducing the Teen
Driver Crash Problem
by Jerry Gaines, Past CASE President
Recent action by government agencies and stakeholders associated with the on-going
teen driver crash problem indicate renewed interest in tackling this public health issue.
Actions include the passing of the federal Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act (SAFETE-LU) in August of 2005 that requires each state to
develop and implement a Highway Safety Improvement Program through a Strategic Plan.
In addition the National Highway Safety Administration (NHTSA) presented a report to
Congress known as Teen Driver Crashes in July of 2008 summarizing current findings on
teen crashes and recommending support for strengthening graduated driver licensing
(GDL) laws and incorporating driver education into the GDL system.
To help address the recent recommendation to Congress on incorporating driver
education into the GDL system, NHTSA has been undertaking research for the past two
years (working with the American Driver and Traffic Safety Education Association, the
AAA Foundation, and the Driving School Association of America) to draft national
standards for driver education and driver training. The goal is to create a guide of policies
to assist states in achieving consistent driver education and driver training, that with a GDL
system, enable the adoption of counter measures nationwide that could result in reduced
young driver fatalities.
NHTSA is holding a national conference in Phoenix, Arizona February 17-19 to
finalize these standards and to seek input on how best to implement them throughout the
country. The standards are organized around five topics: Program Administration,
Education/Training, Instructor Qualification, Parent/Guardian Involvement, and
Coordination with Driver Licensing. CASE President Shannon Woods and Past CASE
President Jerry Gaines have been invited to participate in this conference, along with
California State PTA Vice President Kathy Moffat and DMV’s Kathy Kelly. An article
on this conference will appear in a future CASE Newsletter, and the upcoming March 2021 CASE State Conference in Sacramento will feature speakers (including those named
here) who are involved in NHTSA’s Driver Education Standards effort.
Earlier articles in the CASE Newsletter have highlighted California’s efforts at
developing a Strategic Highway Safety Improvement Plan (SHSIP). One area known as
Challenge Area 6 focuses on reducing young driver fatalities. A task force was formed
to seek implementation action for recommendations made by the earlier study team. Dr.
Bill Cole and Jerry Gaines are CASE members active on this task force.
Currently the task force is holding teleconference meetings on the first Monday of
each month to address various identified actions. The actions include a review of current
California codes (e.g. Vehicle, Education, and related areas) that may be rewritten to
reflect today’s traffic safety needs related to novice teen drivers. Discussion also focuses
on studying how driver education and driver training programs may be structured, how
curriculum can be current (pending NHTSA action noted above), and how parent/teen
contracts may be incorporated in both the education and licensing process. Again, updates
will be presented in a future CASE Newsletter.

President’s Message
by Shannon Woods
I used to stay up later in the evenings
and watch the “Emeril Live” show. I love
Emeril Lagasse. I love that he loves what
he is doing and that everything that he does
is infused with life. Even down to the
“BAM” he shouts as he, in his words “kicks
it up a notch.” (Hmmm…not a bad theme
for a conference...but, I digress). He exhibits
such passion for what he does with food,
and he is genuinely excited to pass his
methods on. To me he is an inspiration,
personally, as well as in my classroom.
Everyone needs an “Emeril” in their
lives; someone who will inspire life into a
tired and old routine. Let the annual
conference in March be the “BAM” you
need. We have put together a fabulous
conference program. We have brought
back Carol Hardin, past ADTSEA
president. Last year she presented a
whirlwind tour of fresh ideas and methods
that we could use in our classroom. This
year, we can expect another high energy
dose of Carol’s tried and true methods. We
also are bringing to you several new and
exciting developments in the field of traffic
safety. Dr. William Van Tassel, of AAA
Foundation, will be presenting research on
cell phone/ texting and driving. Dr. Allen
Robinson will share with us the most current
news of driver education in the national
picture. Also with us will be DUI: Courts in
Schools Project and a special presentation
of Teens In The Driver Seat. Finally, we
have put together a host outing to Laughs
Unlimited in Old Sacramento. We hope
that you will join us for an evening of truly
side-splitting fun.
We know times are hard. We know
there is increased difficulty with securing
permission to attend conferences and
getting subs. We know of the sacrifices
you will make to be here with us. We
appreciate that you have made this
conference a priority to attend. We are
working hard to make this the place to be to
recharge your batteries and take your
passion and pass it on.

Driver Distraction Video for
the Classroom
Drivigil LLC has produced a scenariobased driver distraction video that deserves
consideration for use in classroom driver
education. The video puts students behind
the wheel with a distracting task to
complete. Students are given a
scenario where they are asked to remember
specific details that can only be found by
concentrating on a cell phone, GPS, or
combination of
distracting items.
While they are
focused on the
distracting
activity,
a
hazardous
situation develops in plain view. Most
students will not see the hazard, and the
teacher will have to replay the video
to convince them that it was really there.
Twelve different scenarios are included
in the video, including drivers focused on
a Blackberry, cell phone, GPS, Internet,
MP3 player, newspaper, PDA, and text
messaging. Demo videos can be viewed at
the Drivigil website: www.driverdistraction.com The Driven to Distraction
DVD may be ordered online for $19.95 or
downloaded in MPEG-2 format for $9.95.
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CASE Calendar
March 20-21, 2009 - 57th Annual CASE
Conference, Delta King Riverboat, 1000
Front Street, Old Sacramento, CA. See the
conference registration form included in
this newsletter.
May 2009 - National Youth Traffic Safety
Month. Contact: www.NOYS.org
July 25-30, 2009 - 53rd ADTSEA
Conference, Hilton Hotel, Charlotte
University Place, Charlotte, North Carolina.
Contact: ADTSEA, 1-800 896-7703 or
adtsea.iup.edu

Conference Attendees With
Special Needs
If you are attending the CASE
Conference in April and have special needs
or considerations that need to be addressed,
please e-mail Jim Lewis at:
jlewis1118@aol.com

Alert to Retiring Teachers
IIHS Updates Understanding
Crashes DVD
The Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety (IIHS) has produced an updated
video about car crashes. If you have used
the first video by IIHS (Understanding
Car Crashes: It’s Basic Physics, 2000),
then you will find this follow-up video to
be just as valuable a teaching tool as the
original.
The new video, titled Understanding Car
Crashes: When Physics Meets Biology,
provides an updated study into the
physics of a crash and its effects on
human occupants. The video is available
online at www.iihs.org/videos for $35.00
or can be ordered via regular mail. The
original video, as well as other teaching
resources, are also available at the web
site.
MTEA News, Winter 2008

Page 2

Richard Mikulik, Editor
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402
E-mail: casemembership@sbcglobal.net
CASE Web Site:
www.casewebsite.org

CASE Officers
Shannon Woods, President
309 Alameda Blvd.
West Sacramento, CA 95691
(916) 375-7800
e-mail: lienchingai@hotmail.com

Barbara Shiffermiller, Past President
P.O. Box 3736
Riverside, CA 92519
(909) 621-6781
e-mail: barb@shiffermiller.net

James Lewis, 1st Vice President
2303 Teasley St.
La Crescenta, CA 91214
(818) 957-5264
e-mail: jlewis1118@aol.com

If you are planning to retire this year,
please let us know so we may honor you at
the annual CASE conference in Sacramento.
Contact Bill Lee, Retired Members
Representative, at (310) 831-6471.
Bill would like to remind all retired and
retiring members that they are especially
invited to join our activities at the
conference.There is also an opportunity for
retired volunteers to help at the registration
table or with many other activities.

Trina Bega, 2nd Vice President
4555 Grover Ct.
Fremont, CA 94536
(510) 742-5465
e-mail: driversedtrina@yahoo.com

Kevin Tucker, North Region Rep.
637 Tammy Lane
Lemoore, CA 93245
(559) 924-8735
e-mail: wally1063@sbcglobal.net

Teacher Preparation Courses
For information on Driver Education
teacher prep courses in the Northern
California and Riverside areas, contact
Anna Maria Toma at UC Riverside School
of Extended Education (951) 827-1661.

Larry Woodruff, South Region Rep.
3608 York Circle
La Verne, CA 91750
(909) 593-0563
e-mail: law561@aol.com
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57 Annual CASE Conference
Delta King Riverboat Hotel

1000 Front Street, Old Sacramento, CA 95814
Friday, March 20 and Saturday, March 21, 2009, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Join us in Old Sacramento next spring for an outstanding
traffic safety education conference! We are again planning a
stimulating and interesting program with presentations from top
educators and experienced professionals in traffic safety
education.
• The Delta King Riverboat Hotel room rate for attendees is $109
plus tax, single or double occupancy for Thursday and Friday
nights only. If you wish to stay Saturday night, the charge will
be at the hotel’s regular rate. Call the Delta King for reservations
Toll-Free 1-800-825-5464 and state that you wish to make a reservation under the Group Reservation
Room Block for CASE (Reservation #208430). Rooms must be reserved by February 9, 2009 to
receive the Conference Rate, but you are urged to reserve your room early as availability is
limited. The hotel is located at 1000 Front Street, Old Sacramento.
• Conference Registration Fee: $145 for CASE members or $185 for non-CASE members. The $185
fee includes a one-year CASE membership. Make checks payable to CASE Conference
(Registration Form below). Fee includes a continental breakfast both days, a Friday night
reception, and a banquet-style luncheon on Saturday. Conference registration fee must be
received by February 28, 2009 to guarantee Saturday banquet meal. Registrations received
after February 28 are $185 ($225 for non-members).
REGISTRATION FORM
Registration must be received no later than February 28, 2009
Mail check to: CASE Conference, 25 Shelbourne Place, San Mateo, CA 94402
Name: __________________________________________ School District/Business ____________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________

Evening Phone (

) ____________________

City ______________________________________ State _____ Zip _________ E-mail: __________________________________
Registration Fee Enclosed: $____________ ($145 CASE members, $185 non-members*) if received by February 28, 2009
School District Purchase Orders not accepted (if your school district is paying for registration, a district check must be
sent with this registration form attached).
1 unit of state university Professional Development Credit available for a fee payable at the Conference Registration Desk
* $185 fee includes one-year CASE membership
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New California Motor Vehicle Laws
These new laws became effective on January 1,
2009 (unless indicated otherwise):

Texting While Driving (SB 28/
Simitian)Makes it an infraction to
write, send, or read text-based
communication on an electronic
wireless communications device, such
as a cell phone, while driving a motor
vehicle. Previously this was only illegal
for individuals under 18 years of age, but now has been
expanded to all drivers.
Global Positioning Systems (GPS)—SB 1567 (Oropeza)-Allows a portable GPS device to be mounted in a 7-inch square
in the lower corner of the windshield on the passenger side of
the vehicle, or in a 5-inch square in the lower corner of the
windshield on the driver’s side. These are the only two
locations on a windshield where a GPS device can be mounted.
The GPS device can only be used for navigational purposes
while the motor vehicle is being operated, and it is required to
be mounted outside of an airbag deployment zone.

Driving Under the Influence (DUI) Zero Tolerance—AB
1165, (Maze)—Prohibits a convicted DUI offender from
operating a motor vehicle with a blood
alcohol level (BAC) of .01 percent or
greater while on probation for DUI. The
law requires the driver to submit to a
Preliminary Alcohol Screening (PAS)
test, a portable breath test to determine
the presence of alcohol. If the driver
refuses, or if the driver submits and has a
BAC of .01 or greater, a citation will be
issued, the driver’s license will be taken and driving privileges
will be suspended. In addition, the vehicle will be impounded.

Ignition Interlock Devices (IID)— SB 1190 (Oropeza)-Reduces the BAC from .20 percent to .15 percent or more at the
time of arrest to trigger a requirement for the court to give
heightened consideration for the installation of an IID for a
first-time offender convicted of DUI of an alcoholic beverage.

Ignition Interlock Devices—SB 1388 (Torlakson)-- Effective
July 2009, this new law transfers authority for the
administration of mandatory IID programs from the state courts
to the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV). This law also
authorizes the DMV to require any driver convicted of driving
with a suspended license due to a prior conviction for DUI to
install an IID in any vehicle that the offender owns or operates.
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Special Spouse Rate Offered for 2009 CASE
Conference Meals
For the first time, CASE is offering a special meal rate for
spouses who attend the 2009 Conference in Sacramento. The
spouse rate of $45 will include the Friday and Saturday
continental breakfasts, Friday night reception, and Saturday
banquet luncheon. The fee will not include attendance at the
conference sessions.
If you wish to take advantage of this offer, please make a note
on your registration form and include the $45 fee in your check.

Comedy Club Conference Outing Planned for
Friday, March 20
CASE members attending the 2009 Conference in Old
Sacramento will have an opportunity to join a group outing Friday
evening, March 20, 8:00 pm at the Laughs Unlimited Comedy
Club. Located on Front Street close
to the Delta King Riverboat
conference site, Laughs Unlimited
has established itself as one of the
premier comedy club venues in the
country.
The price is $15 per person
with a 2 drink minimum. Reserve
your tickets with your conference
registration. For more information,
contact Shannon Woods (916) 612-7222 or by email:
lienchingai@hotmail.com

Free Classroom Mini-module on Text
Messaging from AAA
California law now prohibits a person from driving a motor
vehicle while using an electronic wireless communications device
to write, send, or read a text-based message. AAA has created a
free, 10-15 minute “R U Up 2 Speed” classroom mini-module
lesson to address the dangers of text messaging while driving.
Although instructors can use the mini-module in conjunction
with any curriculum, it includes information on how to best integrate
it when using Responsible Driving, How to Drive, or Licensed To
Learn curriculums.
AAA is making the text messaging mini-module available to
instructors free of charge. To receive an electronic copy, e-mail:
aaatprograms@national.aaa.com
Dr. William Van Tassel from the AAA National Office will be
including “R U Up 2 Speed” in his presentation at the CASE
Conference in Sacramento on Saturday, March 21.

Program for the 57th Annual CASE Conference
Friday, March 20, 2009
7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

Door Prizes and Drawings

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Evening Reception
Aboard the Delta King
Host Outing
Laughs Unlimited

Conference Registration

7:00 a.m. - 7:45 a.m.

Continental Breakfast

8:00 a.m - 9:15 a.m.

Opening Ceremonies
Keynote Addresses:
“A Passion for Traffic Safety
Education”
Carol Hardin
Past President, ADTSEA

8:00 p.m.

7:00 a.m - 7:45 a.m

Continental Breakfast

“Traffic Safety Education: The
National Picture”

8:00 a.m. - 8:45 a.m.

Opening Remarks
Keynote Address:
“National Driver Education
Standards”
Dr. Allen Robinson

8:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

“Teens in the Driver Seat”

9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Break

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

“Text Messaging and Teens:
A Dangerous Combo”
Dr. William Van Tassel

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

“Teacher Training: Lesson
Plans for TSE”
Carol Hardin

Saturday, March 21, 2009

Dr. Allen Robinson
CEO, ADTSEA
9:15 a.m. - 9:35 a.m.
9:40 a.m. - 10:40 a.m.

Break and meet vendors
Cecil Zaun Forum
Jerry Gaines, Moderator
Kathy Kelly, DMV
Kathy Moffett, PTA
Marcella Obregon, CDE
Merry Banks, CSAA
Dr. Bill Cole, CASE

10:40 a.m. - 10:55 a.m.

Break

11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

State Senator Bob Huff
29th Senate District

12:00 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.

“Helping Teens Become Fuel
Efficient Drivers”
Dr. William Van Tassel
AAA National Office

Luncheon
Merry Banks, CSAA
Roger Voight, ADTSEA
Shannon Woods, CASE

1:30 p.m - 2:15 p.m.

“Safe Trailering”
Jim Fait, U Haul

2:15 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Break

2:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

“Impact Teen Drivers”

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
1:35 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Lunch on your own
“DUI Court in Schools Project”

2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.

Break

2:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

“Surprising Studies of Visual
Awareness”
John Knippel

Kelly Browning
3:30 p.m. - 3:45 p.m.

Closing Remarks
Raffle Drawing
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Please help us increase our membership!
Our Membership Committee is requesting that each member do his/her part to bring in new members. Please check with the driver
education professionals at your school or district to see if they are members of CASE. If not, provide them with the membership
application below and discuss the importance of belonging to their professional association.

Membership Application (please type or print)
Professional Memberships are $40.00. New memberships are valid for one year from date of receipt.
Name __________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Make check payable to:
CASE
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402

School: _________________________________ District _____________________________________
County: ___________________________________________
Phone: School or office (

)__________-_____________ Evenings: (

)__________-____________

Referred by (optional):_______________________________________________

