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Teen Crash Mitigation Efforts Hit by the
Recession
by Jerry Gaines, CASE Governmental Relations Representative

E

fforts to address California’s teen crash issue have been thwarted by the state’s
economic crisis during the past several months. With a $20 billion deficit looming
for the coming year, efforts to address the teen health crisis, also known as teen
deaths and injury on the state’s highways, have stalled in the Legislature.
AB 508 by Assemblyman Tom Torlakson passed the State Senate earlier this year.
The bill then passed the Assembly Transportation Committee and was set for a hearing
in the Assembly Appropriations Committee. The bill has been placed on their Suspense
File. Realistically with the economic news for the state so bleak, it will most likely not
be voted on in January, 2010.
The bill was to create a task force to study driver education and novice teen licensing
issues with recommendations to be presented to the Legislature by 2014. The Department
of Motor Vehicles and the Department of Education would jointly oversee the task force.
Although the bill calls for a $10 additional fee per provisional license application (added to
the current $27 fee), the risk of added costs to either agency seems to be the stumbling block.
Also, it is a political issue at this time to raise fees for provisional license applicants.
Assemblyman Tom Torlakson is a candidate for Superintendent for Public Instruction
in 2010. If his efforts are successful, we may have a friend in the California Department
of Education to again support teen crash mitigation efforts.
AB 959 by Assemblyman Mark Garrick remains in the Assembly Transportation
Committee and has been amended to include key changes sought from members of the
state’s Strategic Highway Safety Improvement Plan Task Force.
These changes include establishing the age of 15 to be attained by a teen before he
or she could begin driver education and driver training. An instruction permit could not
be issued by an instructor before a student has completed at least two hours of driver
education. An accompanying adult driver riding with a teen would have to be at least 25
years of age (rather than the current minimum of age 18). In addition to the 50 hour parent
supervision requirement, the parent or guardian would be required to meet with a driving
instructor during the time a student was completing the course in driver education/driver
training. Program format for driver education would be reduced to two models (details
to be crafted by DMV) which may include classroom driver education followed by driver
training or an approved integrated program where the student moves from the classroom
to the vehicle and back again throughout the time needed to complete the class.
Although the goals of this bill seem worthwhile to many, the risk of new costs being
imposed on the DMV at this time to administer this program will most likely end these
efforts this year. We have to hope that economic recovery could also help address the teen
health crisis at some future date.

President’s Message
by Shannon Woods

Warmest Wishes and Greetings!
As a young woman, whenever a
date came to pick me up my mother
would ask for what she called the
“whogeewhatgits”. Basically this was
a list of the who, what , where, when,
and how’s of the event that I was
leaving for. I distinctly remember her
saying to me as I left the house eager
for the anticipated fun of that evening,
“Shannon, remember who you are.”
Today, I think about those words of
wisdom.
As Driver Education teachers, let
us not forget about who we are and the
jobs that we do and the work we still
need to do. We need to reach beyond our
own classroom doors and invite others
to join us in our cause. We need to hold
strong in times of adversity as we see
programs cut. We need to be prepared
to weather the storm of California
budgets ahead. Attending the CASE
conference this March is one way for
you to garner strength, renew vigor, and
get prepared.
I am excited about the new format
of the CASE conference this year. It is
a big change, and we hope that it brings
about an easier travel schedule for our
members. We will continue, as we have
always in the past, to bring you the most
current and up-to date information so
that you can continue to grow as
professionals. Plan on being at the
conference this year. Plan on bringing
a friend or associate with you. I look
forward to seeing you there.

ADTSEA Has a New Address

Teacher Preparation Courses

After fifteen years of cooperatively
working through the Highway Safety Center
at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, the
American Driver & Traffic Safety Education
Association will be transitioning to a new
location due to changes within the University
and the needs of ADTSEA. The ADTSEA
office will now work in cooperation with
Highway Safety Services, LLC.

For information on Driver Education
teacher prep courses in the Northern
California and Riverside areas, contact
Anna Maria Toma at UC Riverside School
of Extended Education (951) 827-1661.

Highway Safety Services, LLC is also
located in Indiana, PA. Dr. Allen Robinson
will continue to serve as the ADTSEA CEO.
ADTSEA’s web address and services will
not change.

Visit the CASE Website:
www.casewebsite.com

CASE is offering a special meal rate for
spouses who attend the 2010 Conference.
The spouse rate of $45 will include the
Friday night reception, Saturday continental
breakfast, and Saturday banquet luncheon.
The fee will not include attendance at the
conference sessions.
If you wish to take advantage of
this offer, please make a note on your
registration form and include the $45 fee
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CASE Web Site:
www.casewebsite.org

Barbara Shiffermiller, Past President
P.O. Box 3736
Riverside, CA 92519
(909) 621-6781
e-mail: barb@shiffermiller.net

Alert to Retiring Teachers

Special Spouse Rate Offered
for CASE Conference Meals

E-mail: casemembership@sbcglobal.net

Shannon Woods, President
309 Alameda Blvd.
West Sacramento, CA 95691
(916) 375-7800
e-mail: lienchingai@hotmail.com

ADTSEA
Highway Safety Services, LLC
1434 Trim Tree Rd
Indiana, PA 15701
Tel: 724-801-8246
Toll-free: 877-485-7172
Fax: 724-349-5042
www.adtsea.org

Bill would like to remind all retired
and retiring members that they are
especially invited to join our activities at
the conference.There is also an opportunity
for retired volunteers to help at the

Richard Mikulik, Editor
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402

CASE Officers

New contact information is as follows:

If you are planning to retire this year,
please let us know so we may honor you at
the annual CASE conference in Sacramento.
Contact Bill Lee, Retired Members
Representative, at (310) 831-6471.

CASE Newsletter

Published by the California Association
for Safety Education

CASE Calendar
March 19-20, 2010 - 58th Annual
CASE Conference, Ayres Hotel & Suites
Ontario Convention Center, 1945 East
Holt Blvd., Ontario, CA. See information
and registration form on page 3 of this
newsletter.
May 2010 - National Youth Traffic Safety
Month. Contact: www.noys.org
July 24-29, 2010 - 2010 ADTSEA
Conference, Hilton St. Louis Frontenac,

Conference Attendees With
Special Needs
If you are attending the CASE
Conference in March and have special
needs or considerations that need to be
addressed, please e-mail Jim Lewis at:
jlewis1118@aol.com

James Lewis, 1st Vice President
2303 Teasley St.
La Crescenta, CA 91214
(818) 957-5264
e-mail: jlewis1118@aol.com

Trina Bega, 2nd Vice President
4555 Grover Ct.
Fremont, CA 94536
(510) 742-5465
e-mail: driversedtrina@yahoo.com
Kevin Tucker, North Region Rep.
637 Tammy Lane
Lemoore, CA 93245
(559) 924-8735
e-mail: kevietucker@gmail.com
Larry Woodruff, South Region Rep.
3608 York Circle
La Verne, CA 91750
(909) 593-0563
e-mail: law561@aol.com

California Association for Safety Education
th

58 Annual CASE Conference
Ayres Hotel & Suites Ontario Convention Center
1945 E. Holt Blvd, Ontario, CA 91761

Friday, March 19, 6:00 pm-10:00 pm & Saturday, March 20, 2010, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
Join us in Ontario for an outstanding traffic
safety education conference! We are again
planning a stimulating and interesting program
with presentations from top educators and
experienced professionals in traffic safety
education. The hotel is located near the Ontario
Airport and a shuttle service is provided.
• The Ayres Hotel & Suites room rate for attendees
is $119 plus tax, single or double occupancy. Call
for reservations Toll-Free (800) 248-4661 and state
that you wish to make a reservation at the CASE
Conference rate. You are urged to reserve your
room early as availability is limited. Rooms must be reserved by February 12, 2010 to receive
the Conference Rate. The hotel is located at 1945 E. Holt Blvd, Ontario, CA 91761.
• Conference Registration Fee: $145 for CASE members or $185 for non-CASE members. The $185 fee
includes a one-year CASE membership. Make checks payable to CASE Conference (Registration
Form below). Fee includes a Friday night reception and a banquet-style luncheon on Saturday.
Conference registration fee must be received by February 27, 2010 to guarantee Saturday
banquet meal. Registrations received after February 27 are $185 ($225 for non-members).
REGISTRATION FORM

Registration must be received no later than February 27, 2010
Mail check to: CASE Conference, 25 Shelbourne Place, San Mateo, CA 94402
Name: __________________________________________ School District/Business ____________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________

Evening Phone (

) ____________________

City ______________________________________ State _____ Zip _________ E-mail: __________________________________
Registration Fee Enclosed: $____________ ($145 CASE members, $185 non-members*) if received by February 27, 2010
School District Purchase Orders not accepted (if your school district is paying for registration, a district check must be
sent with this registration form attached).
* $185 fee includes one-year CASE membership
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New California Motor Vehicle Laws
These new laws became effective on January 1,
2009 (unless otherwise indicated):

Ignition Interlock Devices (IID)—AB 91 (Feuer) —Effective
July 1, 2010, this new law establishes a pilot program in the
counties of Alameda, Los Angeles, Sacramento and Tulare from
July 1, 2010 to January 1, 2016. The pilot program will require,
as a condition of reissuing a restricted
driver’s license, being issued a driver’s
license, or having the privilege to operate
a motor vehicle reinstated, subsequent to a
conviction of any DUI offense; to install an
IID in any vehicle, not including a motorcycle owned or operated by the offender.
This new law also establishes installation
requirements and requires the installer of the IID to notify the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) when the IID has been
tampered with, bypassed or attempted to be removed. The length
of time the IID would be required to be installed in the person’s
vehicle is based upon the number of DUI convictions and
whether the offense was a misdemeanor DUI or a felony DUI.
Driving Under the Influence—SB 598 (Huff)—Effective July
1, 2010, requires the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to
advise second and third time misdemeanor DUI offenders of the
following options: obtain a restricted
driver’s license that would allow driving
after serving a 90-day suspension period
for a second conviction of misdemeanor
DUI, or a six month suspension period
for a third conviction of misdemeanor
DUI if the violation only involves alcohol. The offender must enroll in a DUI
program and the offender must install and maintain an IID in
their vehicle.
Move Over/Slow Down—SB 159 (Simitian)—Removes the
January 1, 2010, sunset date on Sections 21809 VC and 25253
VC. Section 21809 VC requires a person driving a vehicle on
a freeway and approaching in a lane immediately adjacent to
a stationary, authorized emergency vehicle that displays emergency lights, or a stationary tow truck
that displays flashing amber warning
lights, to safely make a lane change
from that lane, or slow to a reasonable
speed. Section 25253 VC requires tow
trucks used to tow disabled vehicles
to be equipped with flashing amber warning lamps and authorizes tow trucks to display flashing amber warning lamps while
providing service to a disabled vehicle. However, this section
prohibits tow trucks from displaying flashing amber warning
lamps on a freeway except when an unusual traffic hazard or
extreme hazard exists.
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Department of Transportation Vehicles—SB 240 (Wright)—
Currently as section 21809 VC (Move Over, Slow Down Law)
requires a person who is driving a vehicle on a freeway and
approaching in a lane immediately adjacent to a stationary,
authorized emergency vehicle that displays emergency lights,
or a stationary tow truck that displays flashing amber warning
lights, to safely make a lane change from that lane, or slow to
a reasonable speed. This new law adds a stationary, marked
Caltrans vehicle displaying flashing amber warning lights to the
“Move Over, Slow Down Law.”
Television Broadcast or Video Signal—AB 62 (Portantino)—
Allows a person to drive a motor vehicle with a television
receiver, video monitor, television or video screen, or any other
similar means of visually displaying a television broadcast
or video signal if the equipment is designed, operated and
configured in a manner that prevents the driver of the motor
vehicle from viewing the television broadcast or video signal
while operating the vehicle in a safe and reasonable manner.
Personal Liability Immunity—AB 83 (Feuer)— Effective
August 6, 2009, this new law provides that a Good Samaritan
who renders medical or non-medical care at the scene of an
emergency would not be liable for any civil damages.
Bicycles—SB 527 (Kehoe)—This new law allows a person to
ride a bicycle without a seat if the bicycle was designed by the
manufacturer to be ridden without a seat.
These points are only a synopsis of the new laws listed here,
and only a partial list of new laws for 2010. For complete
information on chaptered bills, enacted in 2009, refer to the
Legislative Counsel website at www.LegInfo.ca.gov.
Source: California Highway Patrol

Reminder: The CASE Conference
Registration Deadline is February
27
Your Conference fee must be received by February
27, 2010 to pre-register at $145. Registrations
received after February 27 are $185 ($225 for nonmembers). Be sure to register before the deadline and save $40!

NHTSA Traffic Safety Web Site
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has a
valuable Web site at www.safercar.gov. Motorists can check the
results of new-vehicle crash tests. They can also search for recalls
and ongoing investigations into defects that may lead to recalls
and complaints from other consumers about car problems. Also
included is useful information on child passenger safety, air bags,
tire safety, teen driving, and a variety of other topics.
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Should Texting While Driving be Illegal in All States?

n 2008 California legislators passed a law making it illegal
for drivers of all ages to write, send, or read text-based
communication while driving a motor vehicle (SB 28
- Simitian). At last count, 32 states still allow texting while
driving.
Americans have been using cell phones and other electronic
devices to send text messages and emails with increasing frequency
in recent years. According to the New York Times, over 110
billion text messages were sent in the United States in the month
of December 2008 alone, a tenfold increase over just three years.
A 2008 study by Nationwide Insurance found that
20% of American drivers send text messages while
driving. And while texting and e-mails are extremely
valuable to individuals throughout the country, these
services are incredibly risky when used by a motor
vehicle operator. Recently there have also been
major mass transit accidents in Massachusetts and
California that were caused by distracted operators
who were texting on their cell phones while operating
the vehicles. There were 25 deaths as a result of these
accidents alone.
Ninety-one percent of Americans think that
driving while texting is as dangerous as drunk
driving, according to a 2007 Harris Interactive poll. Young people
in particular are at danger, as 66 percent of drivers age 18 to 24
admit to sending text messages while driving. A 2009 poll by the
AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety showed that 87 percent of
Americans viewed texting or e-mailing while driving as a “very
serious” safety hazard. Yet 1 out of 5 drivers and half of drivers 16
to 24 acknowledged having done it.
In a study released in July, the Virginia Tech Transportation
Institute found operators of motor vehicles had a collision risk 23
times greater when they were texting than when they were not
texting. Another study by the University of Utah found that college
students using a driving simulator were eight times more likely to
have an accident when texting. Another study, published in June
by Car and Driver Magazine, indicated that texting while driving
is more dangerous than driving drunk.
Recently, the American Medical Association identified texting
while driving as a public health risk and cited a study that found
that texting while driving causes a 400% increase in time spent with
eyes off the road. However, texting doesn’t just affect car operators;
it affects train conductors and bus drivers as well. In September
2008, the worst train crash in 15 years took place in Los Angeles
when a train conductor receiving and sending text messages went
through a red light and collided with a freight train, killing 25 people
and injuring 135. In May 2009, a MBTA trolley in Boston ran a
red light and crashed into another trolley. The conductor admitted
to texting when the accident took place. Forty-nine people were
injured. Earlier this year, a San Antonio bus driver was caught on
video driving through rush hour traffic while texting on his cell
phone. The bus later crashed into an SUV.
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The studies confirming the danger of text messaging while
driving are overwhelming. This is not just a California issue—it is
a national issue. To address this problem on the national level, a bill
has been introduced in the U. S. Congress. Known as the Avoiding
Life-Endangering and Reckless Texting by Drivers Act (“ALERT
Drivers” Act)—it would require states to bar persons from sending
text or email messages while operating a car or truck, or else the
state will risk losing federal highway funds. Within six months of
the bill’s passage, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
will establish minimum penalties that must be contained within
the state law. States then have two years to pass compliant bans or
else risk losing 25% of their annual federal highway funding per
year that they fail to comply with the law. States that
comply after the two-year deadline can retroactively
recover lost highway funds.
The Senate version of the bill is S. 1536 (Schumer
D-NY) and the House companion bill is HR 3536
(McCarthy D-NY). The law would apply to anyone
operating a personal car, truck, bus and most other mass
transit systems, including light rail. The legislation would
not apply to individuals using mobile devices while their
vehicle is stopped, nor would it apply to passengers.

Where Phoning is Prohibited and Where it’s
Allowed
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration estimates that
11 percent of drivers on the road in 2008 were using some type of
phone, and state legislators are taking action:
Seven states (California, Connecticut, New Jersey, New York,
Oregon, Utah, and Washington) and the District of Columbia ban
driving while talking on hand-held phones.
The laws in 6 states without statewide hand-held phone bans
(Florida, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, and Oklahoma)
specifically prohibit local officials from enacting such bans.
Officials in other US communities don’t need statutory authority.
For example, hand-held phone use while driving is prohibited in
Cheyenne, Wyoming; Chicago, Illinois; Oahu, Hawaii; and Waupaca
County, Wisconsin.
Seventeen states and the District of Columbia prohibit school bus
drivers from using any kind of phone. Twenty-one states and the
District of Columbia restrict beginning drivers from using any
kind of phone. No state prohibits all drivers from using handsfree phones.
Eighteen states and the District of Columbia prohibit all drivers
from text messaging, and another 9 states apply such a ban to
beginning drivers only.
IIHS Status Report, Vol. 44

Data from Virginia Tech Transportation Institute provides
insight into cell phone use and driving distraction

S

everal large-scale, naturalistic driving studies — using sophisticated cameras and instrumentation in participants’ personal
vehicles — conducted by the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute (VTTI), provide a clear picture of driver distraction and
cell phone use under real-world driving conditions, according to the institute. Combined, these studies continuously observed
drivers for more than 6 million miles of driving.
“Given recent catastrophic crash events and disturbing trends, there is an alarming amount of misinformation and confusion regarding
cell phone and texting use while behind the wheel of a vehicle. The findings from our research at VTTI can help begin to clear up
these misconceptions as it is based on real-world driving data. We conduct transportation safety research in an effort to equip the
public with information that can save lives,” says Tom Dingus, director of the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute.
In VTTI’s studies that included light vehicle drivers and truck drivers, manual manipulation of phones such as dialing and texting
of the cell phone lead to a substantial increase in the risk of being involved in a safety-critical event such as a crash or near-crash.
However, talking or listening increased risk much less for light vehicles and not at all for trucks. Text messaging on a cell phone
was associated with the highest risk of all cell phone related tasks.

A snapshot of risk estimates from these studies includes the following.

For light vehicles or cars
♦ Dialing a cell phone made the risk of crash or near-crash event 2.8 times as high as non-distracted driving;
♦ Talking or listening to a cell phone made the risk of crash or near-crash event 1.3 times as high as non-distracted driving; and
♦ Reaching for an object such as an electronic device made the risk of crash or near-crash event 1.4 times as high as non-distracted
driving.

For heavy vehicles or trucks
♦ Dialing a cell phone made the risk of crash or near-crash event 5.9 times as high as non-distracted driving;
♦ Talking or listening to a cell phone made the risk of crash or near-crash event 1.0 times as high as non-distracted driving;
♦ Use of, or reach for, an electronic device made the risk of crash or near-crash event 6.7 times as high as non-distracted driving;
and

♦ Text messaging made the risk of crash or near-crash event 23.2 times as high as non-distracted driving.
VTTI’s recommendations based on findings from research studies
♦ Driving is a visual task and non-driving activities that draw the driver’s eyes away from the roadway, such as texting and dialing,
should always be avoided.

♦ Texting should be banned in moving vehicles for all drivers. As shown in findings overview, this cell phone task has the potential
to create a true crash epidemic if texting-type tasks continue to grow in popularity and as the generation of frequent text message
senders reach driving age in large numbers.

♦ Headset cell phone use is not substantially safer than hand-held use because the primary risk associated with both tasks is

answering, dialing, and other tasks that require your eyes to be off the road. In contrast, true hands-free phone use, such as voice
activated systems, are less risky if they are designed well enough so the driver does not have to take their eyes off the road often or
for long periods.

♦ All cell phone use should be banned for newly licensed teen drivers. Our research has shown that teens tend to engage in cell

phone tasks much more frequently — and in much more risky situations — than adults. Thus, our studies indicate that teens are four
times more likely to get into a related crash or near-crash event than their adult counterparts.
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Source: www.drivesmartva.org: Virginia Tech News, July 29, 2009

Please help us increase our membership!
Our Membership Committee is requesting that each member do his/her part to bring in new members. Please check with the
driver education professionals at your school or district to see if they are members of CASE. If not, provide them with the membership
application below and discuss the importance of belonging to their professional association.

Membership Application (please type or print)

Professional Memberships are $40.00. New memberships are valid for one year from date of receipt.
Name __________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
Make check payable to:
CASE
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402

City _______________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
School: _________________________________ District _____________________________________
County: ___________________________________________
Phone: School or office (

)__________-_____________ Evenings: (

)__________-____________

Referred by (optional):_______________________________________________

