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NHTSA Proposes Rearview Camera
Requirement for New Vehicles
Regulation Is Aimed at Preventing Accidental Fatalities and
Injuries to Pedestrians in Low-Speed Back-Up Accidents

T

he U.S. Department of Transportation has proposed a new safety regulation
to help eliminate blind zones behind vehicles that can hide the presence of
pedestrians, especially young children and the elderly. The proposed rule was
required by Congress as part of the Cameron Gulbransen Kids Transportation Safety
Act of 2007. Two-year old Cameron Gulbransen, for whom the Act is named, was killed
when his father accidentally backed over him in the family’s driveway.
“There is no more tragic accident than for a parent or caregiver to back out of a
garage or driveway and kill or injure an undetected child playing behind the vehicle,”
said Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. “The changes we are proposing will help
drivers see into those blind zones directly behind vehicles to make sure it is safe to back
up.”
The proposal, issued by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
would expand the required field of view for all passenger cars, pickup trucks, minivans,
buses and low-speed vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of up to 10,000 pounds
so that drivers can see directly behind the vehicle when the vehicle’s transmission
is in reverse. NHTSA believes automobile manufacturers will install rear mounted
video cameras and in-vehicle displays to meet the proposed standards. To meet the
requirements of the proposed rule, ten percent of new vehicles must comply by Sept.
2012, 40 percent by Sept. 2013 and 100 percent by Sept. 2014.
The cost would range from $58 to $88 for cars that come with a navigation system
and $159 to $203 for those with a display that is part of the rearview mirror. The total
cost to the auto industry would be as much as $2.7 billion a year.
“The steps we are taking today will help reduce back-over fatalities and injuries not
only to children, but to the elderly, and other pedestrians,” said NHTSA Administrator
David Strickland. “And while these changes will make a difference, drivers must
remember that no technology can, or should, replace full attention and vigilance when
backing up. Always know where your children are before you start your car and make
sure you check that there is no one behind you before you back up.”
NHTSA estimates that, on average, 292 fatalities and 18,000 injuries occur each
year as a result of back-over crashes involving all vehicles. Of these, 228 fatalities
involve light vehicles weighing 10,000 pounds or less. Two particularly vulnerable
populations – children and the elderly -– are affected most. Approximately 44 percent of
fatalities involving light vehicles are children under five–an unusually high percentage
for any particular type of crash. In addition, 33 percent of fatalities involving light
vehicles are elderly people 70 years of age or older.

Crash Deaths Continue
to Decline in U.S. Amid
Recession
Traffic deaths have fallen to their lowest
levels since 1950, according to recently
released federal data, but it’s unclear how
much of the drop is a temporary effect of
the down economy and how much is the
result of lasting safety improvements.
The data from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration show
fatalities fell nearly 10 percent to 33,808
in 2009. The estimated number of injured
people fell by more than 5 percent to 2.2
million. Total police-reported crashes also
were down 5 percent from 2008.
Early projections indicate the trend
has continued. The agency estimates that
fatalities fell another 9 percent during the
first half of 2010 to 14,996.
The number of miles driven in the
United States in 2009 is estimated to have
inched up 0.2 percent compared with
2008, when it fell for the first time since
1980. But that statistic doesn’t take into
account what kind of trips people took or
who was doing the driving. For example,
driving to and from a restaurant in the
evening — something people do less often
in a recession — might be more dangerous
than the daily commute. And teenagers,
who are more likely than adults to crash,
may be spending less time behind the
wheel if they can’t find jobs.
Other 2009 Highlights
• Motorcycle fatalities dropped 16
percent, following 11 straight years of
increases.
• Large-truck occupants experienced the
biggest decline in deaths (26 percent).
Continued on page 2, column 1
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• Deaths involving alcohol-impaired
driving decreased 7 percent to 10,839.
• Passenger vehicle occupant deaths fell
8 percent to 23,437.
• Overall fatalities fell in 41 states and
DC.
The 2009 data from the Fatality Analysis
Reporting System and the estimate
of January to June 2010 fatalities are
available online at nhtsa.gov.

Teen Driver Safety Fact
Sheet
Check out the Teen Driver Safety fact
sheet pdf at the AAA Foundation for
Traffic Safety website:
http://www.aaafoundation.org/pdf/
ParentsTeensFS.pdf
The fact sheet provides research study
results on the nature and quality of
parental supervision during the learner
stage of graduated licensing.

Conference Attendees With
Special Needs
If you are attending the CASE
Conference in March and have special needs
or considerations that need to be addressed,
please e-mail Jim Lewis at: jlewis1118@
aol.com

Special Spouse Rate Offered
for CASE Conference Meals
CASE is offering a special meal rate for
spouses who attend the 2011 Conference.
The spouse rate of $45 will include the
Friday night reception, Saturday continental
breakfast, and Saturday banquet luncheon.
The fee will not include attendance at the
conference sessions.
If you wish to take advantage of this
offer, please make a note on your registration
form and include the $45 fee in your check.
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CASE Calendar
March 18-19, 2011 - 59th Annual
CASE Conference, Hawthorne Suites,
Sacramento, CA.
May 2011 - National Youth Traffic Safety
Month. Contact: www.noys.org
July 15-18, 2011 - NSSP Annual Teen
Leadership Conference, Ala Moana Hotel,
Honolulu, HI. Contact: www.adtsea.org/
nssp/Conference
July 16-20, 2011 - ADTSEA Conference,
Ala Moana Hotel, Honolulu, HI. Contact:
www.adtsea.org/adtsea

Alert to Retiring Teachers
If you are planning to retire this year,
please let us know so we may honor you at
the annual CASE conference in Sacramento.
Contact Bill Lee, Retired Members
Representative, at (310) 831-6471.
Bill would like to remind all retired and
retiring members that they are especially
invited to join our activities at the
conference.There is also an opportunity for
retired volunteers to help at the registration.

Teacher Preparation Courses
For information on Driver Education
teacher prep courses in the Northern
California and Riverside areas, contact
Anna Maria Toma at UC Riverside School
of Extended Education (951) 827-1661.
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59 Annual CASE Conference
Hawthorne Suites by Wyndham Sacramento
321 Bercut Drive, Sacramento, CA 95814

Friday, March 18, 6:00 pm -10:00 pm & Saturday, March 19, 2011, 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
Join us in Sacramento in 2011 for another outstanding traffic safety education conference! We are
again planning a stimulating and interesting program with presentations from top educators and
experienced professionals in traffic safety education. The hotel is located at 321 Bercut Drive in the
heart of Sacramento, just one mile from downtown, Old Town, and the State Capitol. The Sacramento
Airport is within 10 minutes of the hotel, and an airport shuttle is available 24 hours.
• The Hawthorn Suites is a 100% non-smoking, all-suites hotel. Free high speed wireless Internet access
is in all rooms and public areas, and all rooms have full equipped kitchenettes with microwaves and
refrigerators.
• The room rate for attendees is $79 plus tax and includes a complimentary hot breakfast buffet. Call for
reservations Toll-Free (800) 527-1133 or (916) 441-1200 and state that you wish to make a reservation
at the CASE Conference rate. You are urged to reserve your room early as availability is limited.
• Conference Registration Fee: $145 for CASE members or $185 for non-CASE members. The $185 fee
includes a one-year CASE membership. Make checks payable to CASE Conference (Registration
Form below). Fee includes a Friday night reception and a banquet-style luncheon on Saturday.
Conference registration fees at the $145 rate must be received by February 26, 2011. Registrations
received after February 26 are $185 ($225 for non-members).
• After we receive your registration with payment, you will receive a confirmation by mail.
Questions? E-mail us at: casemembership@sbcglobal.net
REGISTRATION FORM

Registration must be received no later than February 26, 2011
Mail check to: CASE Conference, 25 Shelbourne Place, San Mateo, CA 94402
Name: __________________________________________ School District/Business ____________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________

Evening Phone (

) ____________________

City ___________________________________ State _____ Zip _________ E-mail: _____________________________________
Registration Fee Enclosed: $____________ ($145 CASE members, $185 non-members*) if received by February 26, 2011
School District Purchase Orders not accepted (if your school district is paying for registration, a district check must be
sent with this registration form attached).
* $185 fee includes one-year CASE membership
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New California Motor Vehicle
Laws
These new laws became effective on January 1,
2011 (unless otherwise indicated):
Motorcycle Law—AB 1952 (Niello) —
 Requires persons
under the age of 21 to complete a motorcyclist training course
prior to obtaining an instruction permit to operate a two-wheel
motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, motorized scooter, motorized
bicycle, moped, or bicycle with an attached motor. This law
closes a loophole that allowed a person with a
valid motorcycle driver’s instruction permit to
operate that motorcycle prior to passing an on-bike
training skills safety course. Motorcycle drivers
under 21 years of age must now complete a 15hour safety-training course administered by the
CHP before receiving a learner’s permit, and are
required to have that permit for six months before applying for a
license.
Vehicle Code Violations—SB 949 (Oropeza)—Effective July
1, 2011, this new law stops local jurisdictions from citing drivers
under local ordinances instead of citing them under the state
laws governing traffic violations. Since local ordinance citations
don’t have to be reported to the Department
of Motor Vehicles the DMV can’t keep track
of the drivers who incurred them and take
action when necessary. This law ensures that
California has statewide consistency across
traffic laws, the enforcement of those laws
and the penalties for violations.
Driving Under the Influence (DUI) Repeat Offenders—AB
1601 (Hill)—Effective January 1, 2012, Section 23579 of the
Vehicle Code authorizes the court to order a 10-year revocation
of a driver’s license if a person has been convicted of three or
more DUIs. Currently, three convictions in 10 years means a
three-year loss of a person’s license. (In
2008, there were 187,987 DUI convictions
in California, 9,164 of which were thirdtime DUI offenders within 10 years.)
However, under this new law, a motorist
will be allowed to apply for reinstatement
of his or her driver’s license with the
Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) after five years if the
person installs an Ignition Interlock Device (IID) in their vehicle.
It also allows the DMV to terminate the restricted license if the
IID requirements are not met.
Traffic Violator School Program—AB 2499 (Portantino)—
Eliminates court-approved programs of traffic safety instruction
and gives the Department of Motor Vehicles exclusive oversight
of the traffic violator school (TVS) industry, including classroom
and home-study formats. Changes the current “dismissal” of
a traffic violation for a driver who attends TVS to a “traffic
violator school conviction” that will be held confidential
(masked) only if there is no other TVS conviction reported
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within the preceding 18 months, and the violator does not hold
a commercial driver’s license. This will allow the department
to add negligent operator points to the violator’s record for the
second conviction within 18 months, or for any violation by a
commercial driver.
California Teen Alcohol Safety Act—AB 2486 (Feuer)—
Adds California to the large preponderance of states that impose
potential “social host” liability on adults who knowingly
provide alcohol to minors who are subsequently injured or
killed as a result. Under existing law, a social host who furnishes
alcoholic beverages to any person may not
be held legally accountable for damages
suffered by that person, or for injury to the
person or property of, or death of, any 3rd
person, resulting from the consumption of
those beverages. This new law provides
that these provisions do not preclude a
claim against a parent, guardian, or another
adult who knowingly furnishes alcoholic beverages at his or her
residence to a person under 21 years of age and that furnishing
the alcoholic beverages may be found to be the proximate cause
of resulting injuries or death.
These points are only a synopsis of the new laws listed here,
and only a partial list of new laws for 2011. For complete
information on chaptered bills, enacted in 2010, refer to the
Legislative Counsel website at www.LegInfo.ca.gov.

Speeding, Aggressive Driving, Distracted
Driving Top List of Problems In First
Statewide Traffic Safety Survey Results
The Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) has completed California’s
first ever statewide survey to assess the opinions of motorists
across the state on a multitude of important traffic safety issues.
The results varied from surprising to reassuring that current
efforts are paying off.
Participants were asked questions about what they perceive to
be the biggest safety problems on California roadways. Speeding
and aggressive driving, plus distracted driving via talking on
phones were cited as the biggest safety problems on the road.
Cell phone talking and texting were the overwhelming picks
for most distracting, with talking accounting for a surprising 60
percent of responses. More than a third of drivers are talking less
on cell phones while driving, which is good considering that until
a couple of years ago, few considered it dangerous. Nearly 55
percent have been hit or nearly hit by a driver who was talking or
texting on a cell phone.
The survey was fielded in late July, and interviewed
1,671 drivers age 18 and over at 60 gas stations in 15 counties
throughout California. The results will help the State and those
involved in the Strategic Highway Safety Plan better identify and
track driver attitudes, self-reported driving behavior, awareness of
high visibility enforcement efforts, and safety communications.

DMV Begins Issuing New California Driver Licenses, ID Cards

T

he California Department of Motor Vehicles has
announced the issuance of newly designed, more secure
California driver licenses and identification cards. The
new cards are distinguished by additional security features and
will have a different look and feel.
The new cards are equipped with the latest in document
security technology and have several features to protect them
against fraud, tampering and counterfeiting.“The new security
features, coupled with advanced technology, make California
driver licenses and identification cards one of the most
secure identification documents in the country,” said DMV
Director George Valverde. “We are confident that they will be
well-received by residents, businesses and law enforcement
officials.”
Information included on the new cards remains the same,
but is presented in a new way that improves readability and
ease of use. Some of the new features include a vertical
layout for persons under 21; the cardholder's date of birth and
signatures that can be felt by touch; images that can be seen
only with the use of ultraviolet lights; a 2D bar code on the
back of the card that replicates and verifies only the information
on the front of the card (similar to the current magnetic stripe);
and a laser perforation outline of the California Brown Bear,
which can be seen from the front of the card when a flashlight is
pressed against the back of the card.
Annually, the DMV issues more than 8.25 million driver
license and ID cards to Californians. It is of the utmost
importance that these documents are safe, authentic, secure, and

accurate to properly identify each individual cardholder. More
importantly, these cards have been designated as the primary
identification documents in the state. This is the first major
revision of California driver licenses and ID cards since 2001.
While new cards began to be issued in October 2010, existing
ID or driver license cardholders are not required to get a new
card until the expiration date printed on their current cards.
California Department of Motor Vehicles: www.dmv.ca.gov.

Cost of Crashes Amounts to $500 per Driver a Year
The economic toll of crash-related injuries tops $99 billion a
year, with deaths accounting for more than half that amount, the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates in a
study breaking down the impact of fatal and nonfatal injuries by
vehicle type and the age and gender of the injured people. Young
drivers and motorcyclists represent more than a third of the
costs, and men run up a disproportionately high share of the tab.
Based on 2005 data, the analysis assesses the societal costs
for medical care, treatment, rehabilitation, and lost wages and
productivity. There were more than 3.7 million deaths and
injuries on US roads that resulted in medical care in 2005. The
related costs amounted to $336 for every person in the United
States, or nearly $500 for every licensed driver. CDC says the
findings “are especially relevant to public policy because the
government pays for some of these losses.”
Among people who survived their crash injuries, an
estimated $28 billion was spent on hospital stays and $14 billion
on emergency room visits.
Injuries involving people in cars, pickup trucks, vans,
SUVs, heavy trucks, and buses accounted for 71 percent, or
$70 billion, of total medical care and productivity losses. Costs
for motorcyclists and pedestrians were disproportionately high,
given their injury incidence. Motorcyclists made up 6 percent of

all injuries in 2005 and 12 percent of the costs, while pedestrians
accounted for 5 percent of injuries and 10 percent of total costs.
In contrast, bicyclists made up 13 percent of injuries and 6
percent of costs.
Men accounted for about half of the crash injuries but at
$74 billion nearly three-quarters of the associated costs. Men
were more than twice as likely to die in crashes, compared with
women, representing 70 percent of fatal injuries and 79 percent
of related costs. Men’s lifetime injury costs per capita were 3
times as high as women’s, mainly due to historically higher
salaries.
Young people 15-24 years old were over-represented in
crash injuries, deaths, and costs. This group made up 28 percent
of all fatal and nonfatal crash injuries and 31 percent of the
costs, or $31 billion, while representing only 14 percent of the
population. They had the highest lifetime injury costs per capita.
Elderly adults had the lowest. For example, men 65 and older
had per capita costs of $118 versus $1,249 for men 20-24 years
old and $901 for boys 15-19.
IIHS Status Report, Vol. 45, No. 10, Sept. 28, 2010
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NHTSA Reports Drug Use Among Fatally Injured Drivers Increased Over the Last
Five Years
Report is First Ever Analysis of Drug Involvement Among Deceased Drivers in Fatal Crashes
In a new report on drug use by drivers involved in America’s
fatal crashes, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
reported post-mortem testing results showing an increase in the
level of drug involvement among fatally injured drivers over a
five-year period from 2005 to 2009.
Drug involvement does not mean the driver was impaired or
that drug use was the cause of the crash.
According to data compiled by NHTSA, 63 percent of the
21,798 drivers who were killed in motor vehicle crashes in 2009
were tested for drugs. Of these, 3,952 tested positive for drug
involvement, representing 18 percent of the total for that year.
The report also showed drug use reported by the states among
fatally injured drivers increasing from 13 percent in 2005, to 15
percent in 2006, 16 percent in 2007, and 18 percent in 2008.
The drug data was collected by NHTSA as part of its Fatality
Analysis Reporting System (FARS) and included information
collected from the states under three broad categories: whether the
driver was tested, the type of test conducted, and the test results. The
types of drugs recorded in FARS include narcotics, depressants,
stimulants, hallucinogens, cannabinoids, phencyclidines (PCPs),
anabolic steroids, and inhalants. The groups include both illicit
drugs, as well as legally prescribed drugs and over-the-counter
medicines.

levels in the blood and impairment and crash correlation, the same
evidence is not yet available for drugs.
“While it’s clear that science and state policies regarding
drugs and driving are evolving, one fact is indisputable. If you
are taking any drugs that might impair your ability to drive safely,
then you need to put common sense and caution to the forefront,
and give your keys to someone else. It doesn’t matter if its drugs
or alcohol, if you’re impaired, don’t drive,” Strickland warned.
The NHTSA Administrator added that NHTSA is continuing
to conduct research to better understand the correlation between
drug levels and their impact on crashes.
Strickland also explained that, under NHTSA’s Drug
Evaluation and Classification program, the agency has prepared
nearly 1,000 instructors and trained more than 6,000 police
officers in 46 states to recognize symptoms of driver impairment
by drugs other than alcohol.
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Nov. 30, 2010

“Every driver on the road has a personal responsibility
to operate his or her vehicle with full and uncompromised
attention on the driving task,” said NHTSA Administrator
David Strickland. “Today’s report provides a warning signal that
too many Americans are driving after having taken drugs, not
realizing the potential for putting themselves and others on the
highway at risk.”
In announcing the drug findings, Strickland did offer some
cautions, including the fact that drug test results are unavailable
for a large portion of fatally injured drivers. He noted also that
there was a wide variance among states regarding the extent of
drug testing conducted.
He added that state drug testing techniques and procedures
are evolving and that currently states, as well as jurisdictions
within a state, may test for different drugs, use different test types,
and/or employ different concentration thresholds for determining
whether a test was positive or not.
Strickland added, “The results we are releasing indicate that
drugs were found to be present in post-mortem examinations. Drug
involvement does not necessarily imply impairment or indicate
that drug use was the cause of the crash.” He noted that while
many years of real-world observations and empirical evidence
have shown a strong relationship between alcohol concentration

Reminder: The CASE Conference
Registration Deadline is February 26
Your Conference fee must be received by February 26,
2011 to pre-register at $145. Registrations received after
February 26 are $185 ($225 for non-members). Be sure
to register before the deadline and save $40!
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Please help us increase our membership!
Our Membership Committee is requesting that each member do his/her part to bring in new members. Please check with the
driver education professionals at your school or district to see if they are members of CASE. If not, provide them with the membership
application below and discuss the importance of belonging to their professional association.

Membership Application (please type or print)

Professional Memberships are $40.00. New memberships are valid for one year from date of receipt.
Name __________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
Make check payable to:
CASE
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402

City _______________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
School: _________________________________ District _____________________________________
County: ___________________________________________
Phone: School or office (

)__________-_____________ Evenings: (

)__________-____________

Referred by (optional):_______________________________________________

