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UN Decade of Action for Road Safety
by Leah Groppo, Decade of Action Youth Coordinator
At the state CASE conference, I had the opportunity to
meet many of your colleagues from around the state who
are passionate about educating and preparing students to
safely navigate our roads. While at the conference I was
given the opportunity to speak about a new road safety
resolution, called the Decade of Action for Road Safety.
The United Nations General Assembly unanimously
adopted a resolution to proclaim 2011-2020 as the
worldwide “Decade of Action for Road Safety”, with a goal
to reduce traffic fatalities. The Decade officially started
on May 11, 2011 and countries around the globe hosted
events with one message: it’s time for action to make our
roads safer. The FIA Foundation, NOYS, ATSSA, and
ASIRT along with a large coalition of non-government
organizations held a press conference, safety expo, and
congressional briefing at the U.S. Capitol in Washington,
DC, for the Decade of Action and National Youth Traffic
Safety Month launch which I was a part of. To see launch
pictures from around the world go to: http://www.flickr.
Lea Groppo presenting at the
com/photos/makeroadssafe/sets/72157626680616840/
Sacramento CASE Conference
with/5712184739/. The yellow pins in the pictures are the
Road Safety Tag. The Tag is the official global symbol for the UN Decade of Action for
Road Safety and represents our commitment to action to make our roads safe.
You Are Part of A Worldwide Effort to Make Roads Safe
Traffic safety education is an important part of the Decade of Action! In-theclassroom and behind-the-wheel instructors are often the first place where drivers are
exposed to consistent safety information. You play a key role in keeping our drivers
safe!
How Can We Participate in the Decade of Action?
• Go to www.decadeofaction.org to register and download the Road Safety Tag
(free) and include it in your materials to show you are part of the worldwide
effort.
• Check back often at www.decadeofaction.org for free materials you can use.
• Wear a Road Safety Tag yourself. To purchase Tags you can email
usdecadeofaction@gmail.com. Each Tag is $1 plus $15 for shipping. We ask you
to purchase a minimum order of 100 Tags.
The Decade of Action for Road Safety is our opportunity to make our communities
safer wherever we live - for the sake of our loved ones. Please join now! www.
decadeofaction.org. Thank you for all you do!

Teenage Passenger’s DUI
Conviction Upheld
An inebriated passenger who yanks on
the steering wheel and causes an accident
can be guilty of drunken driving.
That was the February 25 conclusion
of a state appeals court in San Francisco,
which upheld the conviction of a Sonoma
County juvenile who sent her boyfriend’s
car tumbling into a ditch.
The accident happened near Santa
Rosa late one night in July 2009. The
driver, bruised and in shock, flagged down
a policeman who found the overturned
car alongside the road several miles away.
The teenage passenger, identified by the
court as F.H., was lying about 20 yards
away covered in dirt, with a broken leg
and spinal injuries.
F.H. told the officer she had been
drinking before entering the car, then
grabbed the wheel during an argument
with her boyfriend, causing him to lose
control and crash. Her blood-alcohol level
tested at .10 percent in the hospital, above
the legal limit of .08 percent, the court
said.
She was convicted in Juvenile Court of
misdemeanor drunken driving that caused
injury to another person and was placed on
home probation. Her lawyer argued that
F.H. wasn’t driving the car and therefore
couldn’t have committed the crime, but
the First District Court of Appeal in San
Francisco disagreed.
State law defines a driver as someone
who has “physical control of a vehicle,”
said Presiding Justice James Marchiano
in the 3-0 ruling. By grabbing the wheel
and causing the car to change direction, he
said, F.H. “displaced the driver’s control
and operation of the vehicle and made
herself the driver.”

2012 CASE Conference
The 60th Annual CASE Conference
will take place at the Ontario Airport
Sheraton Hotel in Ontario, Saturday
March 17, 2012, from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.
The hotel is located at 429 N. Vineyard
Avenue.
The conference registration fee will
be $125 for CASE members and $165 for
non-members. A conference registration
form will be included in the September
issue of the CASE Newsletter and also on
the CASE website at www.casewebsite.
org beginning in mid-September.
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July 15-18, 2011 - NSSP Annual Teen
Leadership Conference, Ala Moana Hotel,
Honolulu, HI. Contact: www.adtsea.org/
nssp/Conference
July 16-20, 2011 - ADTSEA Conference,
Ala Moana Hotel, Honolulu, HI. Contact:
www.adtsea.org/adtsea/conference/2011

Dick Lawitzke - CASE
1974-75 President

August 7-13, 2011 - National Stop on
Red Week. Contact: Federal Highway
Administration @http://safety.fhwa.dot.
gov/intersection/redlight/outreach

CASE 1974-75 president Dr. Dick B.
Lawitzke passed peacefully at home in
Carmel at the age of 84 on November 11,
2010.

August 19-September 5 - “Drunk
Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest”
National Crackdown. Contact: www.
stopimpaireddriving.org

Dick was born in Indiana and grew
up in South Bend, graduating from
high school as a member of the city
championship basketball team. He
graduated from Humboldt State College
in 1950. After serving in the U.S. Army,
he and his wife settled in the Monterey
Peninsula.

September 18-24, 2011 - National Child
Passenger Safety Week. Contact: www.
nhtsa.gov

Dick's first employment in Carmel
was as the Superintendent/Principal
teacher/bus driver of Carmelo Elementary
School from 1956 to 1958. His passion
for teaching and sports led him to hold a
variety of positions in the Carmel Unified
School District. At Carmel High he
taught a broad scope of classes, but most
memorably as driver education instructor.
It was from his time spent teaching driver
education that he developed an expertise
leading him to achieve his Post Doctoral
degree with an emphasis in driver
education in 1974.

Four California Cities Among
the Nation’s Most Dangerous
for Pedestrians

His public persona was most
recognizable as "Coach". During his
tenure he coached multiple championship
teams in basketball and football as well as
holding the position of Athletic Director.
Dick retired from Carmel High School
in 1988. He is survived by his wife,
Millicent, a son, and two daughters.
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March 17, 2012 - 60th Annual CASE
Conference, Ontario Airport Sheraton
Hotel, Ontario, CA. See more information
in column one above.

Pedestrian deaths accounted for 12% of
all traffic deaths in the U.S. from 2000 to
2009, and four of the top five large urban
areas with the highest percentage were in
California. The most dangerous city for
pedestrians was New York, followed by
Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Jose,
and San Diego.
Source: Transportation for America

Teacher Preparation Courses
For information on Driver Education
teacher prep courses in the Northern
California and Riverside areas, contact
Anna Maria Toma at UC Riverside School
of Extended Education (951) 827-1661.

Richard Mikulik, Editor
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402
E-mail: casemembership@sbcglobal.net
CASE Web Site:
www.casewebsite.org

CASE Officers
Shannon Woods, President
4025 Tule Street
West Sacramento, CA 95691
(916) 375-7800
e-mail: shannonwoods1973@gmail.com
Barbara Shiffermiller, President-Elect
P.O. Box 3736
Riverside, CA 92519
(909) 621-6781
e-mail: barb@shiffermiller.net
James Lewis, 1st Vice President
2303 Teasley St.
La Crescenta, CA 91214
(818) 957-5264
e-mail: jlewis1118@aol.com

Genny Claxton, 2nd Vice President
24188 Grand View Ave.
Colfax, CA 95713
(530) 305-9051
e-mail: genclaxton@yahoo.com
Kevin Tucker, North Region Rep.
637 Tammy Lane
Lemoore, CA 93245
(559) 924-8735
e-mail: kevietucker@gmail.com
Larry Woodruff, South Region Rep.
3608 York Circle
La Verne, CA 91750
(909) 593-0563
e-mail: law561@aol.com

Driver Education Reinforcement Lesson Plan
by Barbara Shiffermiller
Montclair High School, Montclair, CA
Objective: Students will show that they have learned the
concepts for safe driving. I do this several times
during the course to check for learning.
Materials: Paper that can be folded to show only one side at a
time. I use construction paper and the cut-outs we
have on campus. DMV Handbook and Responsible
Driving (use the book you have).
Lesson:

Wrap up:

Explain to the students that they will be putting
questions on one side and the answers on the other.
Give them enough time to create their own questions
and answers. The amount will depend on how many
questions you will have them doing. All of the
students will have the same amount of questions.
They are to put their questions on the outside and
the answers on the inside behind the question. When
they have finished they will be given two minutes
per question to ask another student. They must
get up and move around the class. They will pair
up. Each person holds up the question they want
answered for the other person to read. Then the
reader will answer the question. Repeat this process
for the amount of questions each student has.
Have the class form back up in their seats. Go
around the room and have each student ask the
question they had that was missed or difficult to
answer by their fellow students. Have someone else
from the class answer the question. This is a great
way to review before a test.

Silence Isn’t Golden When it Comes to
Hybrids, Electrics
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has
three years to come up with a requirement for equipping quiet
hybrid and electric vehicles with sounds so that pedestrians
can hear them coming. President Barack Obama signed the bill
setting the deadline in January.
With the proliferation of hybrids, advocates for the blind
have raised concerns that the vehicles don’t produce enough
noise to warn pedestrians, particularly at low speeds when they
are likely to be operating solely on electricity. Quiet vehicles
are a concern not only for the blind, but for anybody traveling
on foot or bicycle. A 2009 government study found hybrids are
more likely to crash with pedestrians and bicyclists than vehicles
with internal combustion engines.
US Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood said in a recent
blog post that government researchers have begun testing
synthetic sounds in advance of the new law. “We’re trying to find

the right balance between quiet roadways and pedestrian safety,”
he wrote. Automakers also are trying to get in front of the issue.
The electric Nissan Leaf produces an airplane-like whooshing
sound at low speeds, as does the M35 hybrid from Nissan’s
Infiniti brand. The Chevrolet Volt can emit a chirping sound
along with flashing lights, but drivers have to activate the alert
system. Another example is the Hyundai Sonata hybrid, which
makes a sound similar to a gently accelerating gasoline engine.
IIHS Status Report, Vol. 46, No. 3, March 30, 2011

The Tragedy
of Texting
While Driving
Texting is one of
the worst forms of
distracted driving. The
California Office of
Traffic Safety places
it alongside drunken driving as one of the leading causes of
crashes that result in fatalities or serious injuries. In 2009, the
most recent year for which statistics are available, 20 percent of
injury crashes involved some type of distraction, according to
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Cell phone
use was a factor in 18 percent of fatal crashes.
State Sen. Joe Simitian, (D-Palo Alto) has authored a bill,
SB28, that’s passed the Senate and is awaiting votes in the
Assembly. It would raise the base ticket fine for texting while
driving from $20 to $50. Repeat offenders would have to pay
$100 as a base fine and suffer a point on their licenses.
Currently, 32 states ban text messaging for all drivers. Twelve
of these laws were enacted in 2010 alone.
Simitian’s bill failed to get through the Assembly last year,
but with the dangers of texting while driving receiving major
media attention, the public is demanding stiffer penalties.
A case in point is the Sonoma State University freshman who
is accused of running over a 2-year-old toddler while texting.
The little girl was holding her mother’s hand as she crossed a
street in Rohnert Park last December. She was killed and her
mother badly injured. The 18-year-old student has been charged
with misdemeanor vehicular manslaughter.
Cell phone dialing and texting can take a driver’s eyes from
the road for five to 10 seconds - longer than the less than three
seconds a motorist typically has to react as a potential crash
situation unfolds.
Teenagers make up the highest proportion of distracted
drivers involved in fatal crashes, at 16 percent, according to the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Next come
drivers in their 20s, at 13 percent.
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59th Annual CASE Conference

Hawthorne Suites, Sacramento, March 18-19, 2011

Honoring Doron Simulator Systems’ Long-Time CASE Support
Many of California’s driver education teachers have at one time or
another utilized a Doron Simulator in their programs. Even as most of
us have suffered through many years of defeated budget funding and
as a result have lost the use of those simulators, Doron has continued
to stand behind us, and with us, in support for continuation of our
programs. The most telling example of their continued support is their
never-ending presence at our annual CASE conferences. It is believed
they have never missed being one of our vendor exhibitors from the
day they opened their doors as a manufacturer of driving simulators
to the present—almost 40 years. It is hard to remember or imagine
a conference when Del Freeman was not standing in the Doron booth
with the big white CASE banner with the Doron name being displayed
on the wall behind him. As a memento to both Doron and Del’s many
years of continued support, CASE President Shannon Woods and
long-time Board Member and Past President Jerry Gaines presented to
Del and to Doron that sign as a token of our appreciation. THANKS
DORON!

Dr. Kelly Browning, Executive Director, Impact
Teen Drivers
Since 2008, Impact Teen Drivers has been working to
share with teens the dangers of reckless and distracted
driving through effective campaigns online and in
schools. Resource materials for educators are available
online at www.impactteendrivers.org/educators

CASE President Shannon Woods and Leah Groppo,
Decade of Action Youth Coordinator
In May the United Nations launched a ‘Decade of Action
for Road Safety’ with the aim of stabilizing and then
reducing global road deaths by 2020. Major economies
of the G20, leading developing countries and public
institutions like the World Bank and the World Health
Organization have all endorsed the Decade of Action.
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Theme: “Let’s Get Real”

Jennifer brought a Toyota fuel cell hybrid car to the
conference. Attendees were able to go for rides in the vehicle.

Jennifer Hamilton, California Fuel Cell
Partnership, with Shannon Woods
The California Fuel Cell Partnership is a collaboration
of auto manufacturers, energy providers, government
agencies, technology companies and transit agencies
that work together to promote the commercialization
of hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.
CaFCP members operate fuel cell vehicles and
hydrogen fueling stations in demonstration programs
in California, and in other regions of the U.S. and
countries around the world. For more information,
visit the website at: www.cafcp.org

The Benefits of Fuel Cell Vehicles
Fuel cell vehicles powered by hydrogen may be a long-term
solution to air quality, energy dependence and climate change
issues.
• Fuel cell vehicles have excellent acceleration, are fuel efficient
and virtually silent.
• Fuel cell vehicles only emit heat and water.
• Every country and region of the world can produce hydrogen
from a variety of sources using multiple methods.
• Hydrogen can be made from renewable sources of energy with
almost no environmental impact.
• Stations can produce hydrogen fuel on-site using several
different methods.
The Challenges
To bring these vehicles to market, automotive and energy
companies must meet consumer expectations for convenience,
ease of use and familiarity.
• Currently, most vehicles average 100-150 miles on a tank of
hydrogen. American consumers expect cars to average 300
miles before refueling.
• Fuel cells must last the lifetime of a vehicle, about 150,000
miles.
• Hydrogen fueling stations must be convenient and plentiful,
making it easy to fill a fuel cell vehicle near home, work or
school.
• People need to learn about and understand this new technology.
Public Tour
On the fourth Friday of every month, the California Fuel Cell
Partnership welcomes guests to tour the facility and hydrogen
station, and ride in a fuel cell vehicle.at 3300 Industrial Blvd.,
Suite 1000, West Sacramento, CA 95691; (916) 371-2870
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Emotions Run High Following DUI “Deaths”

E

by Glenn Kahl, Manteca Bulletin

motions ran high in the scripted “Every 15 Minutes” deaths
of Ripon High School students at a funeral attended by RHS
upperclassmen and their parents the morning of Friday, March 18
in the high school gym.
In place of a single eulogy, a series of concerned speakers lined
up to deliver a collective message designed to drive home the
message to their audience after the horrific crash that played out
on a campus street next to Highway 99 on Thursday.
Parents were not allowed to have contact with their teens for 24
hours following the crash until they saw them at the high school
gym Friday morning. Students were required to write letters to
their parents to be read in the assembly and parents were also given
the challenge of writing down their thoughts to their children.
San Joaquin County Superior Court Judge Anthony Agbayni
took the microphone in casual clothes introducing himself as an
everyday citizen and then he put on his “work clothes” in the form
of a judge’s robe.
“You can be charged with murder” in a fatal DUI conviction
he told the students. The judge explained that the murder charge
required that the suspect know that his actions could result in
someone’s death.
Every student sitting in the gym listening to him had already
learned, through the Office of Traffic Safety sponsored Q-15
program, that drinking and driving could result in a fatality
supporting a murder conviction.
Agbayani shared his hearing of a fatal drinking and driving
case from behind the bench – having to weigh the death of family
members against the sentence he would mete out in a conviction.
But when dealing with a young driver who did something
stupid – the fact remains that he did it – he did something stupid
but it was his choice, the judge said.
“It was their choice not to drive – it was their choice to drink.
Whatever we tell you today – the bottom line is that you will have
to make that choice. I can’t give you a better word (for drinking
and driving) other than stupidity,” Agbayani said.
“You see when I sentence somebody who’s a murderer, an
armed robber, a child molester – you know I do that and I don’t
lose any sleep at night – it’s my choice – it’s my job,” he said,
saying it is a greater challenge to deal with someone who is young
and without any kind of a criminal record.
Agbayani said when young suspects enter his court room, he is
not there to be of help or to offer advice – but rather to oversee
the facts and determine guilt or innocence and hand out the
appropriate sentence.
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Lost her sister to a drunken driver

Also taking the microphone in an attempt to share her grief in
the loss of her younger sister, a petite, 22-year-old college student
named Melissa quietly poured out her heart with her story hoping
to reach the Ripon students.
As she faced a casket that separated her from the packed
bleachers, she spoke of going on a camping trip with her family
and leaving her sister at home to attend a homecoming dance.
A car in the form of a present was at the house that was going to
be given to her sister by her parents when they returned. But they
received a call before the weekend was complete that changed
everything telling them that her sister had been killed while a
passenger in that vehicle. A boy friend – under the influence –
had driven into an unfamiliar area in Linden where he lost control
and it rolled over killing her.
Melissa said that even though it has been five years since her
sister’s death, she thinks about her every morning. Smelling her
perfume keeps her memory fresh – but that is of little comfort.
She still remembers her dad collapsing on the floor in grief
when he received the news of her death. It is a shock that lives on,
she said. With tears in her eyes she gripped the podium pleading
with the Ripon students to listen to her.
Two other speakers took their turns – one a civil attorney, and
the other a paramedic supervisor.
An attorney who represents crash victims attempted to impress
the student audience of his intent to take everything from a drunken
driver and his or her family in a fatality conviction. He told the
students that it is his job to represent the victim’s survivors, and
in the process see they are treated fairly in the civil compensation,
even to the point of wiping out the holdings of the responsible
driver’s family.
The paramedic with American Medical Response – providing
much of the ambulance services in many parts of the San Joaquin
County – told of fatal crashes he had worked involving teen drivers
and teen victims. Keeping victims alive as they were being cut
out of twisted vehicles and hoping to make it to the hospital in
time were vivid memories he would rather have forgotten.
The entire program from its planning to its completion Friday
noon spanned three days under the direction of Ripon traffic officer
Stephen Meece and CHP public affairs officer Angel Arceo, of the
Stockton office of the California Highway Patrol.
March 19, 2011 Manteca Bulletin. Reprinted with permission.

NHTSA Releases New Child Seat Guidelines

New Age-Focused Guidelines Help Parents Make More Informed Choices
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
has revised its child restraint guidelines to be
categorized by age rather than by type of child seat
in order to keep pace with the latest scientific and
medical research and the development of new child
restraint technologies.
Under the new guidelines, issued March 21, NHTSA
is advising parents and caregivers to keep children in
each restraint type, including rear-facing, forwardfacing and booster seats, for as long as possible before
moving them up to the next type of seat.
For instance, the safety agency recommends using
the restraints in the rear-facing position as long as
children fit within the height and weight limits of the
car seat as established by the manufacturer. The rearfacing position reduces stresses to the neck and spinal
cord and is particularly important for growing babies.
NHTSA said that its new guidelines are consistent
with the latest advice from the American Academy of
Pediatrics, which advises parents to keep kids in rearfacing restraints until two years of age or until they
reach the highest weight or height allowed by their
car safety seat's manufacturer. There is no need to
hurry to transition a child to the next restraint type.
"Safety is our highest priority," said Transportation
Secretary Ray LaHood. "The 'best' car seat is the one
that fits your child, fits your vehicle and one you will
use every time your child is in the car."
NHTSA Administrator David Strickland pointed
out that while all car seats sold in the U.S. must
meet federal child restraint safety standards, he
said, "Selecting the right seat for your child can be a
challenge for many parents. NHTSA's new revised
guidelines will help consumers pick the appropriate
seat for their child."
Administrator Strickland said that parents should
also consider other factors when selecting a car
seat, including their child's weight, height, physical
development and behavioral needs, as well the
family's economics and type of vehicle.

Additional recommendations for child seat use from
NHTSA include the following:
Always read child seat manufacturers' instructions
and the vehicle owner's manual for important
information on height and weight limits and how to
install the car seat using the seat belt or the LATCH
system.
All children under 13 should ride in the back seat.
Children in rear-facing car seats should never ride in
front of an active passenger air bag.
ADTSEA/NHTSA Document Available Online
Overview of Non-Traditional Driver Education Programs,
a document developed under a NHTSA cooperative agreement
with the American Driver and Traffic Safety Education
Association (ADTSEA), is available online at the NHTSA
website.
The report identifies agencies or entities that offer nontraditional driver education programs. The document is not
intended to be all-inclusive of programs available. The agency
or entity name is at the top of the page, followed by an overview
and purpose of the organization. A list of products supplied by
the organization follows with a description of the product and
if the programs are advertised as a driver education program,
supplement to a driver education program, supplement for all
drivers, or used for parent/guardian involvement. The description
of the product also indicates whether the product is free of
charge or if there is a fee for the product.
To determine the usefulness of the listed materials, they were
compared to the content of the 2006 American Driver and Traffic
Safety Education Association (ADTSEA) Driver Education
Standards, which were developed in cooperation with the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
The organizations listed include the AAA Foundation for
Traffic Safety, AAA, The Century Council, Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety, National Institute for Driver Behavior,
The National Road Safety Foundation, and National Safety
Council. Other resources include insurance companies, simulator
companies, and vehicle manufacturers.
This document is an excellent guide to resources, many of
which are available at no charge. It may be downloaded as a pdf
file at: http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/811406.pdf
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Please help us increase our membership!
Our Membership Committee is requesting that each member do his/her part to bring in new members. Please check with the
driver education professionals at your school or district to see if they are members of CASE. If not, provide them with the membership
application below and discuss the importance of belonging to their professional association.

Membership Application (please type or print)

Professional Memberships are $40.00. New memberships are valid for one year from date of receipt.
Name __________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
Make check payable to:
CASE
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402

City _______________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
School: _________________________________ District _____________________________________
County: ___________________________________________
Phone: School or office (

)__________-_____________ Evenings: (

)__________-____________

Referred by (optional):_______________________________________________

