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NHTSA Announces Final Rule
Requiring Rear Visibility Technology

AAA Foundation Study Sheds Light on
Teen Licensure Delay

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration issued a final rule March 31
requiring rear visibility technology in all new vehicles under
10,000 pounds by May 2018. This new rule enhances the safety
of these vehicles by significantly reducing the risk of fatalities and
serious injuries caused by backover accidents.

The following is an abstract of a study by the AAA Foundation
for Traffic Safety titled “Timing of Driver’s License Acquisition
and Reasons for Delay among Young People in the United States,
2012.”

“Safety is our highest priority, and we are committed to
protecting the most vulnerable victims of backover accidents
— our children and seniors,” said U.S. Transportation Secretary
Anthony Foxx. “As a father, I can only imagine how heart
wrenching these types of accidents can be for families, but we
hope that today’s rule will serve as a significant step toward
reducing these tragic accidents.”
The new rule requires all vehicles under 10,000 pounds,
including buses and trucks, manufactured on or after May 1, 2018,
to come equipped with rear visibility technology that expands
the field of view to enable the driver of a motor vehicle to detect
areas behind the vehicle to reduce death and injury resulting
from backover incidents. The field of view must include a 10foot by 20-foot zone directly behind the vehicle. The system must
also meet other requirements including image size, linger time,
response time, durability, and deactivation.
“Rear visibility requirements will save lives, and will save
many families from the heartache suffered after these tragic
incidents occur,” said NHTSA Acting Administrator David
Friedman. “We’re already recommending this kind of life-saving
technology through our New Car Assessment Program (NCAP)
and encouraging consumers to consider it when buying cars
today.”
On average, there are 210 fatalities and 15,000 injuries per
year caused by backover crashes. NHTSA has found that children
under 5 years old account for 31 percent of backover fatalities
each year, and adults 70 years of age and older account for 26
percent.
Many automakers are already installing rear visibility systems
on their own, due to consumer demand. Including vehicles that
already have systems installed, 58 to 69 lives are expected to be
saved each year once the entire on-road vehicle fleet is equipped
with rear visibility systems meeting the requirements of the new
rule.
NHTSA.gov, March 31, 2014

Graduated driver licensing (GDL) systems are designed to
protect new drivers by limiting their exposure to risk initially and
gradually phasing in additional driving privileges as they gain
experience. Although numerous studies have shown that GDL
has significantly reduced the numbers of 16- and 17-year-old
drivers involved, injured, and killed in motor vehicle crashes, the
few studies of its effects on 18- and 19-year-olds have produced
conflicting results. Some researchers suspect that because most
states’ GDL systems only apply to new drivers younger than 18,
GDL might encourage young people to wait until age 18 to obtain
a license to avoid the requirements and restrictions associated with
GDL, resulting in older teenagers having less driving experience
and higher crash risk than they would without GDL.
This study investigated the ages at which young people
obtain driver’s licenses, as well as reasons for delaying licensure
among those who did not obtain a license before turning 18. A
questionnaire was administered online to a representative sample
of 1,039 young adults ages 18-20. The data were weighted to
reflect the population of 18- to 20-year-olds in the United States.
Delay in licensure was found to be widespread: only 44 percent
of respondents reported that they obtained a driver’s license
within one year of the minimum age for licensing in their state,
and only 54 percent reported that they obtained a license before
turning 18. Large social and economic disparities in licensing
rates and in the timing of licensure were identified. Among young
adults who lived in households with annual incomes of $60,000
or more, 60 percent were licensed within one year of their state’s
minimum age for licensure and 72 percent were licensed before
age 18. In contrast, among young adults who lived in households
with annual incomes of less than $20,000, only 16 percent were
licensed within one year of their state’s minimum age and only 25
percent were licensed before age 18. Respondents who described
themselves as black or as Hispanic were significantly less likely
than non-Hispanic whites to have been licensed by any given age;
this was observed even after controlling for household income.
There was little evidence that GDL was itself a major reason or
motivator for delaying licensure. The most common self-reported
Continued on page 2, column 1

AAA Foundation Teen Study
(Continued from page 1)

reasons for delayed licensure were not
having a car, being able to get around
without driving, and costs associated with
driving. Few cited difficulty associated
with GDL requirements or undesirability
of GDL restrictions. Furthermore, of 19and 20-year-old respondents not licensed
before age 18, fewer than one in three
obtained a license before turning 19,
suggesting that most were not simply
waiting until age 18 to get a license merely
to avoid the requirements and restrictions
associatedwith GDL.
In conclusion, although there was little
evidence that those who delayed licensure
did so for the purpose of avoiding their
state’s GDL system, a substantial minority
of all young people—and a majority of
those who are black, Hispanic, or from
low-income households—begin driving
without the protection that GDL systems
are designed to provide. Given the large
proportion of new drivers who are 18
years old or older, further research is
needed to investigate their levels of safety
or risk, to evaluate the potential impacts
of extending GDL systems to new drivers
aged 18 and older, and to explore other
ways to address the needs of older novice
drivers.
AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety,
August 2013

CASE Election Results
Congratulations to the following CASE
officers for being elected to two-year
terms effective July 1, 2014:
President
Genny Claxton
Vice President
Bart Schwarz
North Region Representative
Kevin Tucker
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South Region Representative
Jim Lewis

Motor-vehicle deaths down
5% in first three months of
2014

The National Safety Council has
reported that the nation’s motor-vehicle
deaths for January through March of 2014
totaled 7,380. This figure is down 5%
from the corresponding 3-month period
in 2013. The March figure for 2014 was
down 9% from the 2012 figure. The
3-month total for 2013 was 7,750, a 4%
decrease from 2012. The 2012 figure was
12% higher than 2011. The estimated
annual population death rate is 10.6
deaths per 100,000 population, down 4%
from the preliminary 2013 rate of 11.1.
The estimated annual mileage death rate
is 1.1 deaths per 100 million vehicle miles
traveled, down 8% from the preliminary
2013 rate of 1.2.
Medically consulted motor-vehicle
injuries for the first three months of
2014 are estimated to be about 790,000,
a decrease of 3% from 2013. Medically
consulted injuries are not comparable to
previous disabling injury estimates.

Jerry Gaines presented outgoing
President Barbara Shiffermiller with the
CASE Achievement Award for her years
of service at the 62nd Annual CASE
Conference. Current Vice President
Genny Claxton will assume the office of
President on July 1.
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The estimated cost of motor-vehicle
deaths, injuries, and property damage
through March was $56.1 billion, a 4%
decrease from 2013. The costs include
wage and productivity losses, medical
expenses,
administrative
expenses,
employer costs, and property damage.
Source: Statistics Department, National
Safety Council

CASE Calendar
July 12-14, 2014 - NSSP Annual Teen
Leadership Conference, Double Tree
by Hilton, 2098 Airport Road, Witchita,
Kansas. Reservations: (316) 945-5272.
Contact: www.adtsea.org
July 13-16, 2014 - ADTSEA Conference,
Double Tree by Hilton, 2098 Airport Road,
Witchita, Kansas. Reservations: (316) 9455272. Contact: www.adtsea.org
August 15 - Sept. 1, 2014 - Drive Sober
or Get Pulled Over. Contact: www.nhtsa.
gov/StopImpairedDriving
September 14-20, 2014 - National Child
Passenger Safety Week. Contact: www.
nhtsa.gov
October 19-25, 2014 - National Teen Driver
Safety Week. Contact: Children’s Hospital
of Philadelphia @ www.teendriversource.
org

2015 CASE Conference
The CASE Board of Directors
has voted to plan for the next annual
conference to be held in 2015 on Saturday,
October 10 in the Sacramento region.
Moving to a fall conference schedule will
avoid school calendar conflicts in the later
part of the school calendar. The specific
conference location and other details will
be provided in a future CASE Newsletter.

62nd Annual CASE Conference

Hyatt Place Ontario/Rancho Cucamonga Hotel, Ontario, California, March 15, 2014

Jerry Gaines presented the
CASE Cecil Zaun Memorial
Award to Shannon Woods for
her outstanding dedication
and leadership in traffic safety
education.

Genny Claxton and Barbara
Shiffermiller did a great job
putting together this year’s
conference.
Genny
will
become the President of CASE
on July 1.

Dan O’Rork gave an excellent presentation on vehicle
dynamics and driver control.

Thanks to Linda Dixon
and Kristen Claxton for
providing the conference
photos on this page!

Zoe Schuler, Outreach
Coordinator for Impact Teen
Driver Education, presented
“What is Lethal.”

Bill Lee, Dr. Bill Cole, and Jim Wolbert during a break
between sessions. Jim is an Adaptive Driving Evaluation
Specialist for the California Dept. of Rehabilitation. His
presentation was “Safe and independent driving, an in-depth
look into what is really safe.”

Bart Schwarz, newly-elected
CASE Vice President, gave
a presentation on “Sharing
Ideas, Curriculum, and
Resources,” followed by a
group discussion.

Officer Leon Lopez, CHP San Berrnardino, discussed the department’s
“Start Smart” driver education program.

New NHTSA Study Shows Motor Vehicle
Crashes Have $871 Billion Economic and
Societal Impact on U.S. Citizens
Economic costs alone are nearly $900 for each person living
in the U.S.
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration released a new study on May 28
that underscores the high economic toll and societal impact of
motor vehicle crashes in the United States. The price tag for
crashes comes at a heavy burden for Americans at $871 billion
in economic loss and societal harm. This includes $277 billion in
economic costs – nearly $900 for each person living in the United
States based on calendar year 2010 data — and $594 billion in
harm from the loss of life and the pain and decreased quality of
life due to injuries.
NHTSA’s new study, The Economic and Societal Impact of
Motor Vehicle Crashes, 2010 cites several behavioral factors as
contributing to the huge price-tag of roadway crashes based on
the 32,999 fatalities, 3.9 million non-fatal injuries, and 24 million
damaged vehicles that took place in 2010. Key findings include:
•

•

•

•

•

Drunk Driving: Crashes caused by drivers under the
influence of alcohol accounted for 18 percent of the total
economic loss due to motor vehicle crashes and cost the
nation $49 billion, an average cost of $158 for every person
in the U.S. Including lost quality of life, these crashes were
responsible for $199 billion or 23 percent of the overall
societal harm caused by motor vehicle crashes. Over 90
percent of these costs occurred in crashes involving a drunk
driver with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or
higher.
Speeding: Crashes involving a speeding vehicle traveling
over the posted speed limit or too fast for conditions
accounted for 21 percent of the total economic loss and cost
the nation $59 billion in 2010, an average cost of $191 for
every person in the U.S. Including lost quality of life, these
crashes were responsible for $210 billion or 24 percent of the
overall societal harm caused by motor vehicle crashes.
Distraction: Crashes involving a distracted driver accounted
for 17 percent of the total economic loss and cost the nation
$46 billion in 2010, an average cost of $148 for every person
in the U.S. Including lost quality of life, these crashes were
responsible for $129 billion or 15 percent of the overall
societal harm caused by motor vehicle crashes.
Pedestrians and Bicyclists: Crashes involving pedestrians
and bicyclists accounted for 7 percent of the total economic
loss and cost the nation $19 billion in 2010. Including lost
quality of life, these crashes were responsible for $90 billion
or 10 percent of the overall societal harm caused by motor
vehicle crashes.
Seatbelts: Seatbelt use prevented $69 billion in medical care,
lost productivity, and other injury related costs. Conversely,
preventable fatalities and injuries to unbelted occupants
accounted for 5 percent of the total economic loss and cost
the nation $14 billion in 2010. Including lost quality of life,
failure to wear seatbelts caused $72 billion or 8 percent of the
overall societal harm caused by motor vehicle crashes.

“We want Americans to live long and productive lives,
but vehicle crashes all too often make that impossible,” said
NHTSA Acting Administrator David Friedman. “This new
report underscores the importance of our safety mission and why
our efforts and those of our partners to tackle these important
behavioral issues and make vehicles safer are essential to our
quality of life and our economy.”
The economic cost of motor vehicle crashes in the U.S.
is the equivalent of 1.9 percent of the $14.96 trillion Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) in 2010. Factors contributing to the
price tag include productivity losses, property damage, medical
and rehabilitation costs, congestion costs, legal and court costs,
emergency services, insurance administration costs, and the costs
to employers, among others. Overall, nearly 75 percent of these
costs are paid through taxes, insurance premiums, and congestion
related costs such as travel delay, excess fuel consumption, and
increased environmental impacts. These costs, borne by society
rather than individual crash victims, totaled over $200 billion.
The full report may be viewed at: www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/
Pubs/812013.pdf
The month of May was GLOBAL
YOUTH TRAFFIC SAFETY
MONTH. To increase awareness
of the dangers of texting and
driving, Genny Claxton, CASE
Vice President and owner
of Empire Driving School,
gave these awesome thumb
rings to all her students and
their families. How are you
promoting safe driving practices
at your school? Let us know!
The submissions deadline for
the next newsletter is August 23,
2014. Send your ideas by email:
casemembership@sbcglobal.net

For trivia lovers:
The sticker you see on the window of every new car for sale in
the United States is known in the auto industry as the “Monroney.”
It is named for the Oklahoma Democrat who sponsored the law
which required all new cars to have labels that detail the price of
the car and its options.
Monroney represented Oklahoma’s 5th congressional district
in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1939-1951 and in the
U.S. Senate from 1951-1969. As a Senator, he sponsored the
Automobile Information Disclosure Act of 1958. The law actually
took effect in January 1959 and has since been amended. It now
requires that all new automobiles carry a sticker on a window
containing important information about the vehicle, including:
•
•
•
•
•

The manufacturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP)
Engine and transmission specifications
Standard equipment and warranty details
Optional equipment and pricing
City and highway fuel economy ratings, as determined by
the Environmental Protection Agency

