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The challenges we are facing in keeping
Driver Education in our public schools
By Bart Schwarz, CASE President-Elect

Bills in the Legislature
Marijuana & Teen Drivers—SB
1273 (Hill)

As the 2018 school year comes to closure, we need to concentrate
on reviving driver education courses in our state’s high schools. As the
offerings for public driver education dwindle, many students take their
driver education courses online. The state mandates a minimum 30 hour
curriculum, but many of these online courses do not fulfill the hourly
mandate let alone a professionally relevant curriculum engaging to the
students. The majority of these offerings are provided for a fee, which
makes them driven by profit rather than an effort to achieve effective
educational value. While the California Department of Education still has
codes supporting our concerns, they are often ignored by school districts.
Some of the key California Education Code (EC) sections are 51220(j),
51220.1, and 51850-51854. These sections may be accessed on the Internet
at www.leginfo.legislature.ca.gov.

Under existing law, it is an infraction
for a person under 21 years of age who
has a blood-alcohol concentration of
0.01% or greater to drive a vehicle.
This bill would make it an infraction
for a person under 21 years of age who
has any detectable quantity of THC in
his or her body to drive a vehicle. The
bill would make a person subject to a
written warning on the first incident,
an administratively assessed violation
point against his or her driver’s license
upon a 2nd incident, and suspension of
the driver’s license for no less than one
year, upon a 3rd instance.

The current path to Driver Licensing in California

Driver’s License Photo Fee to
Support Driver Education &
Training—SB 1407 (Newman)

As those of you reading this article already
know, our current path to a driver’s license requires
a Graduated Driver License (GDL) progression. A
driving permit may be obtained at 15½ years of age
by taking a driver education course and completing
a minimum of six hours of driver training. Short
of 18 years of age, the permit with its restrictions
is required for six months prior to licensure. Next
is the drive test, and upon successful passing, a
provisional driver’s license is issued. The primary
restrictions are: no passengers under 20 and no
driving between the hours of 10:00 pm through
5:00 am. Both of these require a licensed driver 25 years of age or more
within the vehicle providing supervision for the full first year of licensure
or attaining the age of 18, whichever comes first. As a result of these
restrictions and a lack of effective driver education being offered in
our schools—especially public—many 16 to 18 year olds are delaying
their driver licensing. Those postponing their licensing are avoiding
their educational and progressive driving exposure, thus increasing the
Continued on page 3

This bill would require the DMV,
for purposes of the photograph on a
driver’s license, to allow a licensee
to request that more than one, but not
more than three, photographs be taken
onsite at the department field office and
select the photograph to be used on his
or her license. The bill would require
the department to establish a reasonable
fee, not to exceed $5, for each additional
photograph requested and would require
the department to deposit the revenue
derived from the additional fees into
the Motor Vehicle Account in the State
Transportation Fund. Moneys deposited
into that account pursuant to the bill
would be used by the department, upon
appropriation by the Legislature, to
support driver education and training
programs. The bill would require the
DMV to adopt regulations to implement
its provisions by January 1, 2020.
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Congratulations to the following
officers who have been elected by the
membership to serve the July 1, 2018 to
June 30, 2020 term of office:
President: Bart Schwarz
Vice President: Scott Fisher
Northern Rep: Kristen Claxton
Southern Rep: Jim Lewis
Thanks to all who took the time and
effort to vote!

Bart Schwarz is the new CASE
President

Electronic Edition of the
CASE Newsletter
This is the third edition of the CASE
Newsletter in electronic format. We no
longer print the Newsletter and send it
by regular postal mail. Our members
receive an e-mail notice with a link to the
Newsletter posted online at our website:
www.casewebsite.org.
A great advantage to the electronic
format is that readers can select any
of the blue World Wide Web hypertext
links found throughout the Newsletter to
directly access the resource described.
For example, selecting the link, www.
casewebsite.org on your computer, tablet,
or smart phone will enable your web
browser to take you to our website.
If you have not provided us with
your current e-mail address, please do
so by sending a request message to
casemembership@sbcglobal.net
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CASE Calendar

July 20-23, 2018 - NSSP Annual Teen
Leadership Conference, Crowne Plaza
Chicago O’Hare Hotel & Conference
Center, Rosemont, IL. Contact: www.
adtsea.org

Richard Mikulik, Editor
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402
E-mail: casemembership@sbcglobal.net
CASE Web Site: www.casewebsite.org

CASE Officers*

July 22-25, 2018 - ADTSEA National
Conference, Crowne Plaza Chicago
O’Hare Hotel & Conference Center. 5440
N River Rd., Rosemont, IL. Contact: www.
adtsea.org

Genny Claxton, President
P.O. Box 535
Colfax, CA 95713
(530) 305-9051
e-mail: genclaxton@gmail.com

September 23-29, 2018 - Child Passenger
Safety Week, sponsored by NHTSA.
Contact: www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov

Bart Schwarz, Vice President
29597 Millco Way
Valley Center, CA 92082
(760) 703-3934
e-mail: blkbartolo@sbcglobal.net

October 21-27, 2018- National Teen Driver
Safety Week, sponsored by Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia and NHTSA.
Contact: http://www.teendriversource.
org
December 2018 - National Drunk &
Drugged Driving Prevention Month (3D).
Contact: www.whitehouse.gov/ondcp

Driver Education Resources
An excellent listing of text, video
and electronic resources for Driver
Education instructors can be found at
this California Department of Education
webpage: https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/
dr/drveduresources.asp

California DMV Facts
(as of January 1, 2017)

• Licensed Drivers: 26,484,646
• Licensed Teen Drivers (16-19 year
olds): 863,787
• Registered Vehicles: 34,721,195
• Registered Motorcycles: 893,107
• Special Interest Plates: 576,887
• Registered Hybrid Vehicles:
1,054,749
• Registered Electric Vehicles: 133,838

James Lewis, South Region Rep.
2303 Teasley St.
La Crescenta, CA 91214
(818) 957-5264
e-mail: jameslewis1118@gmail.com
Kevin Tucker, North Region Rep.
637 Tammy Lane
Lemoore, CA 93245
(559) 924-8735
e-mail: kevietucker@gmail.com
* Note that the newly-elected officers will
assume their duties on July 1, 2018

The challenges we are facing
in keeping Driver Education
in our public schools
(Continued from page 1)

adverse driving statistics for their

age group. While the 16-18 year-old
driving statistics have improved, the
post 18 year-old through early 20’s
injury and fatality rates have increased
significantly. Recent attempts, like
Assembly Bill AB 63, extending the
applicable age range for the program
to 16 to under 21 years of age, have
failed to pass.

What can you and CASE do?
Here we are dealing with the most
significant issue facing our youth.
It’s well known and substantially
documented that in this age group,
motor vehicle crashes/collisions
outstrip suicide, cancer and all other
causes of death. While cars and
roads have become safer, 16-early
20’s driving statistics have not! I
personally feel as though we are
unfortunately neglecting to address the
most critical part of this dilemma—
driver education.
The absence of quality driver
education being offered in our public
high schools is inconceivable. Driver
education should be an essential
curriculum for our children. These
courses in public education can
provide more assurance of effective
and relevant means being taught
by credentialed teachers, actually
fulfilling curriculums, and educational
hours of instruction.
Effective
driver education courses and teacher
credentialing can develop a realistic
perspective of the influences as well
as the consequences of daily traffic
safety issues. As the newly-elected
president of CASE please help me in
this movement to get driver education
courses back in our public schools.
It’s a travesty that driver education is
being neglected in our public schools
and the futures of our youth.

Insurance payouts still rising
for motorcyclist injuries
under Michigan’s weak
helmet law
Six years after the state of Michigan
weakened its helmet use law to exempt
most riders, a new analysis by the IIHS
Highway Loss Data
Institute indicates that
the average insurance
payment for injuries
to motorcyclists in
crashes has risen by
40 percent. Michigan
lawmakers relaxed
the motorcycle helmet law to cover only
riders younger than 21. Motorcyclists
21 and older may ride without a helmet
if they have either passed a motorcycle
safety course or have held the motorcycle
endorsement on their driver’s license for
at least two years.
Michigan is one of 28 states that have
helmet laws covering only some riders,
usually those under 18. Illinois, Iowa
and New Hampshire have no helmet
requirements. Only 19 states, including
California and the District of Columbia,
require helmets for all motorcyclists.
California Vehicle Code Section 27803
requires all motorcycle drivers and
passengers to wear a helmet when on a
motorcycle, motorized bicycle or motordriven cycle. The law goes further toward
requiring helmets by making it illegal for
a helmeted passenger to ride with a driver
who is not wearing a helmet.
The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration estimates that helmets
cut the risk of a motorcycle fatality by 37
percent.
IIHS Status Report, May 8, 2018

The Power of Rushing Water
A mere six inches of fast-moving flood
water can knock over an adult. It takes
only 2 feet of rushing water to carry away
most vehicles. This includes pickups and
SUVs. “Turn Around, Don’t Drown”
National Weather Service

National Conference
July 22-25 in Illinois

The American Driver and Traffic
Safety Education Association (ADTSEA)
will present its national conference
from July 22-25, 2018 in Illinois at the
Crowne Plaza Chicago O’Hare Hotel
& Conference Center. 5440 N River Rd.,
Rosemont, IL Registration and hotel
information is available at www.adtsea.
org. The hotel is located near the Chicago
O’Hare International Airport.
The annual
conference
brings together
national leaders
in traffic safety
and driver education to continue dialogue
in the interest of safety education. General sessions
will feature national leaders, motivational
speakers and awards recognition for outstanding contributions to safety education.

Annual Conference
July 20-23

The National Student Safety Program
(NSSP) will hold its annual conference
July 20-23, 2018, at the Crowne Plaza
Chicago O’Hare Hotel & Conference
Center, Rosemont, IL. For registration
and information, visit www.adtsea.org.
Select Events at the top of the home page.
The NSSP, established by the National
Commission on Safety Education in
1956, develops teen leadership statewide
that is engaged in changing their schools
and communities. In the mid-1970’s,
following a series of national legislative
and mission changes, the NSSP affiliated
with ADTSEA to promote quality
traffic safety education for the nation’s
youth. Secondary schools nationally are
eligible to join the NSSP by requesting
membership in the organization through
ADTSEA.
CASE Newsletter — June 2018 3

The Most Comprehensive and Economical Driver
Education Program for the Classroom!
THE COMPLETE DRIVER ED
PROGRAM is the only program that
works as a page-by-page interactive
companion with the California Driver
Handbook, published annually by the
DMV. The handbook is the ultimate
authority on the most current laws and
rules of the road in California.
All of the DMV drivers license test
questions come from the handbook. This
program will have your students working
section by section with the handbook
through a series of comprehensive
worksheets, terminology reviews, and
test questions.

Updated to Synchronize with the 2018 California Driver Handbook
from the DMV
Unlike other textbooks, this book comes in a durable 3-ring binder and may be
photocopied for use in the classroom for only $140.00, an extremely economical
solution for educators on a budget.
Visit our website at www.DriversEd4California.com to see samples and get more info.
Order today from:
California Educational Creations
www.DriversEd4California.com
Phone 800 472 3044
Fax
888 414 3397
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New California Driver’s Licenses
All driver’s licenses now issued in California have a new
appearance.
Applicants should be aware that they will now be given the option
when renewing to get a standard ID or one that is REAL ID
compliant- which means that they can be used at airport security.
Most people should opt for a REAL ID compliant license (or ID
card) if they plan on using it to get through airport security. This
will involve a trip to the DMV.
The fees for a REAL ID license are the same as those currently
charged for a driver’s license or ID card.
Features of the new license include:
• A golden bear with a white star in the upper right-- all
REAL ID licenses must have this white star to show they are
compliant.
• A pale, color image of a forty-niner miner with fruit orchards
and mountains on the right side.
• Golden poppies (California state flower) in the lower left
under the photo and sailboats to the right of that.
• A large image of the state of California running through the
middle background.
• A new font for California header at top.
• Not visible in the image at the top right, but under ultraviolet
“UV” light, images of the Golden Gate Bridge and Coit tower
will appear.

The new, REAL ID compliant California driver’s license

IMPORTANT: Your current California driver’s license can
be used at airport security through October 1, 2020. After
that, it will have to be REAL ID compliant.
When renewing your current license or applying for a new REAL
ID compliant one in coming years, you will need to:
• Make an appointment to visit a DMV field office on or after
January 22, 2018.
• Provide proof of identity, such as a U.S. birth certificate, U.S.
passport, employment authorization document, permanent
resident card or foreign passport with an approved form I-94.
• Show a California residency document.
• Present proof of your Social Security number.
• A name change document, such as a marriage certificate or
divorce decree, may be needed.
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An example of the current, but soon-to-be-dated California
license.

Classroom Driver Education Frequently Asked Questions
Reprinted from the California Department of Education website https://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/dr/drvedufaqs.asp

What are the relevant California Education Code sections pertaining to driver education and how may I
access them?
Some of the key California Education Code (EC ) sections are 51220(j), 51220.1, and 51850-51854. These sections may be accessed
at http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov

What is the difference between driver education and driver training?
Education and Vehicle Codes make distinctions between driver education and driver training. Driver education refers to the 30 or more
hours of classroom instruction a student must complete with a qualified instructor (EC Section 51851). Driver training refers to the
minimum of 6 hours of behind-the-wheel training a student must complete with a qualified instructor in an approved vehicle (Vehicle
Code 12814.6)

Is driver education required to be offered by school districts?
Yes. EC Section 51220(j) states in part that: “The adopted course of study for grades 7-12, inclusive, shall offer courses in the
following areas of study . . . (j) Automobile driver education.”

Is driver education required for high school graduation?
While driver education is required to be offered, the local school district governing board may, pursuant to EC Section 51225.3,
determine if it is a required course for graduation. A driver education elective course may be applied toward meeting minimum
graduation credits without requiring driver education for graduation.

May a student be charged for driver education classes?
No. A student in a public school setting may not be charged for driver education that is required to be offered by the school district
regardless of when and where it is offered (California Constitution Article IX, Section 5).

When may driver education be scheduled?
Driver education should be offered as a 10th grade course since this usually matches most students’ licensing age. Many districts are
offering driver education instruction along with health education, since some course topics, such as alcohol, drugs, and driver fatigue,
are discussed in both courses. Understanding this interrelationship is important since the leading health and safety issue among teens is
associated with traffic collisions, the number one killer of teens in the state. The EC has several sections providing guidance.
EC Section 51851 states: “A course of instruction in automobile driver education shall . . . (B) Provide the opportunity for students to
take driver education within the regular school day . . . Additional classes may be offered to accommodate those who have failed or
those who cannot enroll in the regular school day program.”
EC Section 41912 states in part: “The express purpose of the Legislature is that . . . this instruction properly belongs in the high
school curriculum on a basis having comparable standards of instruction, quality, teacher-pupil ratio and class scheduling as in other
courses in the regular curriculum in the regular academic program.”
What are the required classroom hours for driver education?
EC Section 51851 states that the course of instruction in automobile driver education shall be at least two and one-half semester
periods, which equals approximately 30 hours of instruction pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 5, Section 1600,
subdivision (a) (2).
Questions: Roxane Fidler | rfidler@cde.ca.gov | 916-323-4861
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