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California Traffic Safety Legislation

Thebillslisted below havebeenintroduced
in the California Legislature. The current
statusand full text of each of thesebillsmay
be viewed online at the California
Legislative Information website:
www.leginfo.ca.gov/bilinfo.html
Analysis of the billsis by Jerry Gaines.

Driver Education: Private Secondary
Schools—AB 846 (Liu)—Would set forth
automobile driver education course
requirements for those private school s that
offer the course and would specify other
requirements. Existing law generally
regulates driving schools and driving
instructors but provides that these
regulationsare not to be construed to direct
or restrict driver education courses offered
by private secondary schools. This hill
woulddel etethe exemptionastoautomobile
driver education courses offered by private
secondary schools. Theoriginal bill focused
on curriculum requirements and testing
associated with the DMV -approved
curriculum used to regulate commercial
driving schools. The regulation of teacher
qualificationsis excluded.

CASE isneutral onthishill. Itispresently
inthe Senate Committeeson Educationand
Transportation and Housing.

Provisional License Teen Curfew
Restrictions—AB 1474 (Maze)—Thishill
would modify the teen restrictions for
curfew hours (to 11:00 pm to 5:00 am). It
would also provide that during the first 12
months after the issuance of aprovisiona
driver's license, the licensee is prohibited
fromtransporting passengerswhoareunder
20yearsof age, unlessineither situationthe
licenseeis accompanied and supervised as
currently provided.

CASE supports these adjustments in teen
restrictions related to GDL. The bill is
currently in the Senate Appropriations
Committee.

Provisional LicenseViolator Fines—AB
1475 (Maze)—This bill would increase
violator finesfor afirst offensefrom $35to
$100 as well as the length of community
service. It also would permit the court to
suspend thelicensefrom six monthsto two
yearswherethereisadeath or injury at the
time of the GDL violation.

CASE supports the adjustments in fines
and community service but has concerns
onthesuspensionprovision (at 18thedriver
can enter the road after along period with
no restrictions), and is opposed to any
added exemptions beyond what currently
existsin GDL. Thebill isin the Assembly
Transportation Committee.

Provisional License Penalty Increase—
AB 1627 (Koretz)—Would revoke the
violator's GDL license to the licensee's
18" birthday and would permit releasing
such action to the public.

CASE isopposed to sanctionsin the GDL
law assigned to a violator that are made
available to the public, given the fact
juveniles are generally given legal
protectionthroughjuvenilelaw frompublic
trials for the purpose of seeking
rehabilitation. The bill is currently in the
Assembly Appropriations Committee.

Cell Phone Restriction for GDL
Licensees—AB 963 (Garcia)—This hill
would prohibit new GDL licensees from
drivingwhileoperatingacell phone. CASE
isopposed to singling out one driver class
group, when use of such devices is a
distriction to all drivers. Given that the
GDL isasecondary law, law enforcement
cannot enforcethisprovisionunlessanother
violation of the Vehicle Codeis observed.
Another provision of the bill increases
penalties from $35 to $100 (see AB 1475).
CASE supports the new fine penalties.
Currently this bill is in the Senate
Transportation and Housing Committee.

Driver Ed in the News

Severa excellent articles about driver
education have appeared in local and na-
tional newspapersrecently. OnMay 15, the
Sacramento Bee published informative
piecesabout theriseinunregulated I nternet
driver education coursesin California

Writtenby Beestaff writer Tony Bizjak,
who did extensive research on the subject,
the articles examine how quick and easy
online courses have filled the vacuum left
by high schoolsthat no longer offer driver
education. A review of several courses as
well as interviews with dozens of teens
found the programs* often sorely lacking.”

Cdlifornia, according to Bizjak, isthe
only stateamong thefew accepting Internet
driver education certificates that doesn’t
regulate online companies or review what
they teach.

TheBeearticles, “Road scholars,” and
“State aims to back arival to unregulated
courses,” may be viewed online at
www.sachee.com/content/news/pr oj ects/
driving/story/12896181p-
13744781c.html Wehave posted linksto
the articles on the CASE website at
casewebsite.org

Another recent article that we highly
recommend appeared in the June 3 edition
of USA Today. “Keeping teen drivers safe
begins at home” is about teen driving and
based onapand discussion of sevenpeople.
AmongthepandistsareDr. Jeffrey Runge,
Administrator of the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration,andDr. Allen
Robinson, CEO of the American Driver
and Traffic Safety Education Association.
Text of this article may be viewed at
www.usatoday.com/money/autos/2005-
06-02-teen-drivers-usat_x.htm or
through alink on the CASE website at
casewebsite.org



Bill Would Ban “ Pocket Bikes’

Mini-motorcycles known as pocket
bikes would be barred from California
streets, sidewalks and highways under AB
1051 (Benoit). Pocket bikesare only about
2 feet high but can travel at high speeds.

The bill’ s author states that the bikes
don’t meet federal or state saf ety standards,
but there is no clear-cut Vehicle Code
provision to keep them off the public
roadways. Officers are using other laws,
such as equipment and registration
requirements, tocitedriversof thevehicles.

AB1051 passed the Assembly by a
75-0 vote and was in the Senate
Appropriations Committee as of June 13.

Driver Education Teacher
Preparation Courses

Driver Education teacher preparation
courses are continuing in the Northern
California and Riverside aress.

For information contact Jackie
Gunderson at the Fresno County Office of
Education (559) 265-3031 or Michelle Sang
at UC Riverside School of Extended
Education (909) 787-4361 x11661.

Even if you have a credential, thisis
good for salary scale advancement as the
unitsare all graduate credit. Youwill also
learn much in the way of valuable
information and techniques.

Designate a Driver: Case
Study #1

Jeff Foran, of Foreman, Arkansas,
suffered traumato his nose, eyes and chin
after jumping from a car traveling 55-60
mph. Theincident occurred Saturday night,
May 21. State troopers said he was
attempting to retrieve a
cigarette blown out of the
passenger side window.

The driver of the car,
Jerry Glenn Nelson, said
Foran had asked him earlier in the evening
to be a designated driver after a night of
drinking. In our opinion, that was a good
decision!

CASE Calendar

July 6- 10, 2005 - National Student Safety
Program Conference, Mississi ppi. Contact:
NSSP http://adtsea.iup.edu/nssp

July 31 - Aug. 3, 2005 - 49th ADTSEA
Conference, Renaissance llikai Waikiki
Hotel, Honolulu, Hawaii. ADTSEA:
http://adtsea.iup.edu/adtsea

Palm Springs to be Site of
2006 CASE Conference

The CASE Board of Directors has voted
to return to Palm Springs for our 2006
Conference. The date is
tentatively set for April
28-29.

We will confirm the
date as soon as
arrangements have been
secured for the
conference facility.
Watch for the September issue of the
CASE Newsdletter or check the CASE
Website at: casewebsite.org for updated
information.

Interactive CD-ROM

driver-ZED™ (“Zero Errors Driving”)
isan interactive CD-ROM that puts teens
in the virtual driver's seat. Developed by
thenon-profit AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety, teens will navigate more than 80
live-action scenarios and learn how to
identify, assessand react to awide range of
potential risks.

driver-ZED® is available for $12.95 by
ordering online www.aaafoundation.org
or caling 1-800-305-SAFE.

“The surest sign that intelligent life exists
elsewhereintheuniverseisthatit hasnever
tried to contact us.”

Bill Watterson (Calvin and Hobbes)

CASE Newdetter

Published by the California Association
for Safety Education

Richard Mikulik, Editor
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402

E-mail: rmikulik@casewebsite.org

CASE Web Site:
www.casewebsite.org

CASE Officers

John Knippel, President
18121 Rose Ave.
Bloomington, CA 92316
(909) 877-2484

e-mail: macbeverly@aol.com

Craig Dill, Past President
2209 Atrisco Circle
Sacramento, CA 95833

(916) 359-5777

e-mail: chdcons@surewest.net

Bill Corliss, President-Elect
14883 Ave. 312

Visalia, CA 93292

(559) 798-1938

e-mail: bagsA2@aol.com

James Lewis, 1st Vice President
2303 Teadley St.

La Crescenta, CA 91214

(818) 957-5264
e-mail:1118@a0l.com

Keith Merrihew, 2nd Vice President
86 Burl Avenue

Clovis, CA 93611

(559) 297-8345

e-mail: kmm49er@yahoo.com

Larry Terrill, North Region Rep.
470-980 Wingfield Rd.

Susanville, CA 96130

(530) 257-4220

e-mail: terrill@onemain.com

Larry Woodr uff, South Region Rep.
3608 York Circle

LaVerne, CA 91750

(909) 593-0563

e-mail: law561@aol.com

Page 2




(Available on all modeis)

SPECIALIZED OPTIONS:
[Available on select modeds)

[ aYSEMS INtemaliongl combines

the driver tas sting and training industry with
Tiudat nology to
ne of traaning and teshing resownces av
STAMDARD FEATURES:

nearty JU years

The 54100
Diesktop Driving Station

Call 800-843-4764

for more information.
Or visit us on the web:

www.simulatorsystems.com

L

— $81 Safe Driver Training DVDs —

Titles Include:

City Streets (8 Y2 min.)
Fundamentals of Vehicle Contral (3 % min.)
Expressways (13 min)
Identifying & Aveoiding Canflicts (18 min )
IPDE; ldenlifying Hazards (9 min,)
Megotiating Intersactions (14 Y min.)
Turning & Parking Maneuvers (6 ¥ min)

Order the whole set for only $345]

Individual prices range between $330-390,

Pves aho vyt isducle shippang B heralies o sales ta boe Ofdabawna residerds
Te ooder: Gio lo website, Dpwelosd fem. Mad in with papsent

Simulator Systems Inlematianal
11130 E. 56th BL | Tuksa, OK 74146
www simulatoesystems.com | BOD-B43-4764  paopoipy
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539Annual CASE Conference

.

Horizon Hotel, Lake Tahoe
April 29 - 30, 2005

Craig Dill presented the Cecil Zaun Award to Merry
Banks for excellencein traffic safety education.

CASE Board of Directors meeting prior to the conference

/ Special Thanksto Our \
Conference Sponsors and Exhibitors

A+ Auto and Home Insurance
Cdlifornia State Automobile Association
Consolidated Driving Programs, Inc.
Doron Precision Systems, Inc.
Drive Friendly Driving School
Glencoe McGraw-Hill Publishing
Pearson Publishing
Simulator Systems International, Inc.
State Farm Insurance

k j Larry Carlin, CTA Division Director
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“Elevating the Value of Driver Education”

Beth Weaver, President of the American Driver &
Traffic Safety Education Association

Jennifer Le and Rebecca Davis, representing Lives
Mark Horowitz, CEO of Moorshire  Interrupted
Group

Bob Terry presented ideas for
restoring the Driver Training
Penalty Assessment Fund

Conference photos provided
by Ted Blake

View these photos and others
from the 2005 Conference at
casewebsite.org

Dell Freeman, exhibitor represent-
Craig Dill and Jim Lewis giving away door prizes ing Doron Precision Systems
Page 5



Auto Skid: A New Country Insurance and
Financial Services CD-ROM

by Dale O. Ritzel
Director, Safety Center, Southern Illinois University
Reprinted from the Soring 2005 1.D.E.A. Journal

The Illinois-based Country Insurance and Financial Services
Company has produced and released a new CD-ROM for driver
education programs entitled “Auto Skid.” The CD-ROM is an
interactiveapproachtolearningtheimportant factorsinvolvedwith
stopping a vehicle quickly and safely. It teaches people many
important thingsabout stopping avehicleand waysto makeadriver
safer in the motor vehicle.

The program has eight main sections and a virtual simulator,
including Safe Driver, Stopping Distance, Human Factors, Vehicle
Factors, Driving Conditions, Y our V ehicle Saf ety Features, Stepon
the Brakes, and Auto Insurance. Each section basically explains
itself by the name of thetitle, for example Human Factorsis about
how human factors affect the ability of a person to stop avehicle.
Every section was complete with objectives, summaries, and
individual teststo make sure that the sections' themes were being
taught properly.

Safe Driver was full of statistics showing how speed,
distractions, and alcohol are major contributors to motor vehicle
crashes. It summarized how control of human/vehicle factors and
adapting to driving conditionswill make one asafer driver. It aso
clarified that the main goal of the program was to teach the key to
preventing crashesisthe ability to make avehicle stop quickly and
correctly.

The section Stopping Distance illustrated reaction and brake
distance and presented avideo clip on how these two concepts can
be seeninred life. Thetest at the end of this section was fantastic
as it checks your reaction times in four settings that are part of
everyday driving.

The third section dealt with Human Factors as being the
leading cause of motor vehicle crashes. It showed how the four
factors of distractions, fatigue, alcohol, and emotions can lead to
impaired driving. Thislesson taught that these human factors have
theability to affect eyemovement and reaction timeand affect your
braking ability. Therewasavideo gametest at theend of thesection
that lets you see how braking distance is affected by distractions,
fatigue, alcohol, and emotions on the road.

The fourth section showed how the four vehicle factors of
speed, tires, brakes, and vehiclesize caninfluencethetotal braking
distance of avehicle. This section also had a unit video game that
lets you control a vehicle in certain settings with the ability to
choose your speed, brake wear, and type of vehicle, while letting
you see how these factors affect your total stopping distance.

TheDriving Conditionssection highlighted how such conditions

affect your path of travel. It specifically stated that you can not
control these conditionsbut you must learn waysto deal with them.
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The section went on to show that surface conditions, weather, and
reduced visibility affect one'sability to stop avehicle. Thissection
asoincludedalonglist of tipstofollow whendrivinginthesetypes
of conditionsand how to control askidding vehicle. A video game
at theend of the section | etsyou practice stopping avehiclein many
different types of road and weather conditions.

The sixth section deals with Your Vehicle Safety Features
which includes a description of the areas needed to have a safe
vehicle. It showed the positive features of ABS, air bags, traction
control, head restraints, child passenger safety seats, and safety
belts. Thissectionsingled out I1linoisasrequiring achild passenger
safety seat or booster seat for al passengers age 8 and younger.

How to Step on the Brake properly wasthe seventh section on
CD-ROM. It highlighted the proper technique to use the brake to
quickly and safely stop a vehicle.

Theeighth sectiondiscussed theimportanceof Autolnsurance.
How premiums are cal culated was also included.

Oneof thebest featuresof Auto Skidwasthevirtual simulator.
A driver could seehow longit took to respond to akid running out
inthe middleof the street. | recommend itsuse by driver education
teachers.

Editor’snote: The Auto Skid CD-ROM may be ordered free
from the Country Insurance & Financial Services website:

www.countryfinancial.com/SiteController ?url=/
lear ningCenter/safety/j ustFor Teensg/autoSkid

Black Boxes Seen by Teens as
Evidence of Distrust

An article by Robert Davis and Jayne O’ Donnell in the June 2
edition of USA Today discussed the use of high-tech * black boxes”
in cars. These devices are sold for $280 and can show parents a
young driver’s every move.

According to the article, the
technology has yet to catch on in
households across the country. Many
parentssay they’ reunawarethatthere's
a black box for cars, and some teens
object tothetechnology asaninvasion
of their privacy. In fact, even Jeffrey
Runge, the Administrator of NHTSA,
couldn’t persuade his wife and son to
alow thedeviceinthefamily car. During a USA Today roundtable
discussion on the risks of teenage driving, Runge stated that when
he brought the device hometo put in the car histeenage son drives,
hiswiferesisted. “Shesaid, ‘Well, that really doesn’t demonstrate
very much trust.” | didn’t win the argument.” Larry Selditz, who
heads Road Safety I nternational, which makes the black box, says
many families struggle with the same question the Runge family

Continued on page 7



Black Box (continued from page 6)

did: “When does that cross the line of distrust?’

Sold primarily tomonitor andtrainemergency vehicleoperators,
thedeviceisalso easily installed in cars made after 1995 and hasa
memory card like those found in digital cameras. The card can be
removed and plugged into a home computer where the parent can
thendownl oad adetailed report, including seat belt use, how fast the
car traveled, and the use of signals. The device also growls at the
driver when he or she exceeds safety thresholds while braking or
turning.

NHTSA'’ sRungeseesthedeviceasuseful for bothteachingand
monitoring. ADTSEA’sCEO Allen Robinson, whoal so participated
inthe roundtable discussion, agreed. “ Thetechnology isterrific. A
16and 17-year-old, whenthey comeback home, they mighttell you
one thing. But the black box is going to tell you something else.”

However, one roundtable participant, Alexis Grant, who
advocatesfor teenrights, stated, “Itisaninvasion of privacy. If you
actually show your parentsthat you' reresponsibleall thetime, even
when they’ re not around, they will be able to trust you more, and
they won't have to invade your privacy.”

http://www.usatoday .com/money/autos/2005-06-02-black-box-usat_x.htm

Urban Camouflage: Mud in a Can to
Spray on Your SUV

For thosewho own an SUV
that never ventures beyond
tooling around town and going
to the grocery store, there is a [ )
new product that will maketheir e '
4x4 vehicles look like they’ve
been doing some serious off-
roading in rugged country. The
product is Spray-On Mud.
Soldonthelnternet and by mail
order by an enterprising U.K.
businessman, themud-in-a-can
sellsfor $14.50 aquart. Colin
Dowse says he can't keep the
stuff instock withdemandfrom
all over theworld.

Asidefromitsuse asurban
camouflage to impress the
neighbors, officialsin the U.K.
say Spray-OnMudisbeingused
by someto avoid identification by traffic-light and speed cameras.
People are squirting it on their license platesto obscure them from
being photographed.

The U.K. government’s Department for Transport said such
use of mud carries a hefty fine. “It is an offense to treat a number

platein away that obscuresthe characters of theregistration mark,
and | would imaginethat thiswould include obscuring aplate with
mud,” saidaspokesman. Thepotential finefor deliberately obscuring
aplateis 1,000 pounds ($1,820).

Other products on the market have been used to defeat the
traffic cameras. These include a high-gloss spray and an angular
license plate cover that cause a camera's flash to overexpose the
photos and obscure the numbers.

Visit the CASE Website:
www.casewebsite.org
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Seat Belt Use Lower, Deaths Higher
Among Those in Pickups

Pick-up truck occupants are over-represented in motor vehicle
crashes. There were 5,903 pick-up truck occupant deaths in year
2003. 1,677 of these deaths occurred in the Southeast aone.
Unfortunately, many of these deaths could have been prevented
simply by putting on a safety belt.

Studies conducted for the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) indicate occupants in pick-up trucks
consistently have lower safety belt usage rates than occupantsin
automobiles, vansand sport utility vehicles. Whiletherehave been
steady increasesin safety belt useratesfor all typesof vehicles, the
belt use rate in pick-up trucks has continued to lag behind other
vehicle types.

Per centage of Belt Use by Vehicle Type, 1998 - 2003

Car Van & SUV Pick-up
Fall 1998 71 70 59
Fall 2000 74 74 59
Jun-01 76 75 62
Jun-02 77 78 64
Jun-03 81 83 69

Source: NCSA, 2003.

The disparity in safety belt usage among pick-up truck and
passenger car occupants is evident in fatal crash statistics.
Information fromfatal crashesindicatesthat three out of four pick-
up truck occupantskilledin crasheswerenot wearing aseat belt. In
comparison, just about one-half of occupants killed in passenger
cars were unbelted.

www. pi ckupsafetybelt.com
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Please help usincrease our member ship!
Our Membership Committee is requesting that each member do his/her part to bring in new members. Please check with the driver

education professionals at your school or district to seeif they are members of CASE. If not, provide them with the membership
application below and discuss the importance of belonging to their professional association.

Member ship Application (please type or print)

4‘o > ASs°%¢ Professional Memberships are $40.00. New memberships are valid for one year from date of receipt.
S \ ryiingn. % Name
N geee
4&" couC Address
City State Zip
Make check payable to:
CASE School: District
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402 County:
Phone: School or office( ) - Evenings: () -

Referred by (optional):




