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California Strategic Highway Safety
Improvement Plan
Challenge Area Six: Reduce Young Driver Fatalities
by Dr. Bill Cole
CASE Representative to the CSHSP Study Group
Author’s Note: This will be a progress report on the previously printed article which
appeared in the June newsletter; the final report is due sometime in October. It does not
imply that I personally agree with all of its content nor does it mean that the recommendations
will be accepted by the CSHSP steering committee. It will focus on the number one and
two recommended strategies respectively: (1) “Improve the education and behind the
wheel training of young drivers” and (2) "Address the
need for additional information necessary to evaluate driver
education (DE) and driver training (DT) courses related to
type of entity conducting the training and modality of
training offered.”
Problem Statement: “No single authority regulates all the
entities that are authorized by law to offer the courses.”
Recommendation # 1:
• “Establish a task force to resolve issues and make
recommendations related to improving driver
education and training. Creating a task force that
would bring together the diverse entities who offer these courses will ensure support
of the recommendations by all factions.”
Detailed Description: “The Department of Motor Vehicles and the Department of
Education will work together to establish a task force that is comprised of representatives
from both agencies, licensed driving schools, driver education teachers (public schools),
private secondary schools (classroom and internet providers), the insurance industry, and
the public. The task force will consider curriculum content/length of courses, new
technology, instructor qualifications/training, need for oversight/monitoring of courses,
etc.
Currently, there is no required minimum standard for driver education training courses for
young drivers. This task force will seek to resolve issues that have created obstacles to
creating standardized curriculums for these courses. This is critical to raise the educational
standard for these courses with the expected result of better trained and prepared young
drivers. Without a minimum standard for these courses, it is impossible to evaluate the
effectiveness of education and training.”
(Continued on page 2)

November Workshop to be
held in Northern California
An innovative, participatory workshop
will be held in Northern California in early
November focusing on 21st century teen
drivers, how they think and learn, and how
we can reach them and modify their driving
ATTITUDES!
The Drive™ Workshop has been given
across the country to more than 2,000 driver
education teachers and law enforcement
officers to rave reviews.
Besides learning marketing techniques
and formats to help your students remember
what to do in critical driving situations,
each attendee will receive their own Drive™
Program. This creative learning tool is
being used nationwide, and an overview of
how it works was presented at the 2006
CASE conference in Palm Springs.
Go to www.moorshire.com and click
on Workshop to learn what other teachers
have said about the workshop and the Drive
program.
Be sure to keep November 1-3
available for this fast-paced, lively 4-hour
workshop. You will receive:
•
•
•
•

4-hours of continuing education credit
A Drive™ for School program
A Certificate of Achievement
Snacks and lunch

To be kept informed about the final
date, time and place, contact Trina Bega at
(510) 657-4070 ext. 27352, or email her at:
driversedtrina@yahoo.com
Final information will also be posted
on the CASE web site by September 30 at:
www.casewebsite.org
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(continued from page 1)
Recommendation #2:
•

“Address the need for additional
information necessary to evaluate
driver education (DE) and driver
training (DT) courses related to type
of entity conducting the training and
modality of training offered.”

Detailed Description: “Currently, the law
allows three separate entities to offer DE
and DT: public secondary schools, private
secondary schools, and licensed driving
schools. Each of these types can conduct
traditional classroom courses, home study,
and internet courses for DE. The
requirements for DT (behind the wheel
training) are significantly different for the
three types. No evaluation of the training
provided by entity or training modality is
possible because this information is not
tracked. The information can be tracked by
use of the completion certificates (issued
by DMV) reflecting this information, so
that it can be included in the young driver’s
record when the certificate is provided to
DMV when the young driver applies for a
permit. This provides the data necessary
for any evaluation of the effectiveness of
DE/DT.”
“Being able to identify the entity type and
the modality of the course completed will
provide the data necessary to evaluate the
effectiveness of DE/DT courses in the
reduction of collisions. Without a minimum
standard for all DE/DT courses, regardless
of who offers it, it is impossible to evaluate
the effectiveness of education and training
as a whole. This data will support an
evaluation of different training
methodologies and allow identification of
training types that are successful.”

Traffic Deaths in the U.S. Drop
Traffic deaths in the U.S. were at the
lowest total in five years during 2006.
According to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, there were 42,642
highway deaths compared to the 43,510
who died in 2005.
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CASE Calendar
November 1, 2007 (tentative date) - The
Drive™Program Workshop, Northern
California. To be kept informed of the final
date, time and place, contact Trina Bega at
(510) 657-4070 ext. 27352, or email Trina
at: driversedtrina@yahoo.com. Final
information will also be posted on the CASE
web site by September 30 at:
www.casewebsite.org
April 11-12, 2008 - 56th Annual CASE
Conference, Northwoods Resort &
Conference Center, Big Bear Lake, CA.
See the conference registration form
included in this newsletter or online at
www.casewebsite.org

Teacher Preparation Courses
For information on Driver Education
teacher prep courses in the Northern
California and Riverside areas, contact
Jackie Woodworth at the Fresno County
Office of Education (559) 265-3031 or Anna
Maria Toma at UC Riverside School of
Extended Education (951) 827-1661.

2008 CASE Conference at
Big Bear Lake
The 2008 CASE Conference will be
held Friday April 11 and Saturday April 12
in the beautiful San Bernardino mountains
at the Northwoods Resort and Conference
Center, Big Bear Lake, California.
A conference registration form is
included in this issue of the newsletter and
also online at: www.casewebsite.org
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56 Annual CASE Conference
Northwoods Resort, Big Bear Lake

40650 Village Drive, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315
Friday, April 11 and Saturday, April 12, 2008, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Join us in beautiful Big Bear, California next spring for an
outstanding traffic safety education conference! We are planning
a stimulating and interesting program with presentations from top
educators and experienced professionals in traffic safety education.
We will have speakers from the DMV, PTA, CHP, OTS, AAA, and
more.
•The Northwoods Resort room rate is $109 plus tax, single or double
occupancy. This rate includes breakfast in the hotel restaurant.
Participants are responsible for their own hotel reservations. Call
the Northwoods Resort for reservations Toll-Free 1-800-866-3121 and request the “California
Association for Safety Education Conference Rate.” Rooms must be reserved by April 1, 2008 to
receive the Conference Rate, but you are urged to reserve your room early as availability is
limited. The hotel is located at 40650 Village Drive, Big Bear Lake.
•Conference Registration Fee: $145 for CASE members or $185 for non-CASE members. The $185
fee includes a one-year CASE membership. Make checks payable to CASE Conference
(Registration Form below). Fee includes a continental breakfast both days and a banquet-style
luncheon on Saturday. Conference registration fee must be received by March 22, 2008 to
guarantee Saturday banquet meal. Registrations received after March 22 are $185 ($225 for nonmembers).
REGISTRATION FORM
Registration must be received no later than March 22, 2008
Mail check to: CASE Conference, 25 Shelbourne Place, San Mateo, CA 94402
Name: __________________________________________ School District/Business ____________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________

Evening Phone (

) ____________________

City ______________________________________ State _____ Zip _________ E-mail: __________________________________
Registration Fee Enclosed: $____________ ($145 CASE members, $185 non-members*) if received by March 22, 2008
School District Purchase Orders not accepted (if your school district is paying for registration, a district check must be
sent with this registration form attached).
1 unit of state university Professional Development Credit available for a fee payable at the Conference Registration Desk
* $185 fee includes one-year CASE membership
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Should You Shift to Neutral for Skid
Correction?

Teen Restrictions on Wireless Devices
Jerry Gaines, CASE Governmental Relations Representative

Professor Frederik R. Mottola
There is an application when you may want to shift into neutral
to disconnect power from your drive wheels. However, there is a
greater chance for misuse, costing valuable control time in critical
situations. With a limited opportunity to teach car control skills I
would not teach shifting into neutral as a skid control technique. It
can be taught as a method to eliminate a skid problem once the car
is in control. If a driver learns how to effectively use the “Open
Palm” method of shifting, whereby a quick slap of the shifter sends
it into neutral without any hesitation or need for the driver to look
at the indicator, then it can be used in some situations.
One situation where it can be of
value to shift into neutral is when the
acceleration power going to the drive
wheels while coming to a stop is
counteracting the braking force—
resulting in an oversteer condition
for rear-wheel drive vehicles or an
understeer for front-wheel drive
vehicles. Shifting into neutral will
eliminate the cause of the problem.
It is not beneficial to teach shifting into neutral as a primary
method for controlling a skid. The first thing that a driver needs to
learn is how to detect the initial loss of traction that is changing the
balance of the vehicle and having an effect upon directional
control. The initial detection of a skid requires effective use of
vision to recognize that the vehicle is in an off-target condition.
The off-target condition requires an immediate steering action as
a corrective response. Power to the rear wheels can either help or
worsen the situation. All is dependent upon how excessive the
speed is in relation to the amount of traction available. When
traction is being lost to the rear tires by only a few miles per hour
of excessive speed, applying some power to the rear wheels could
help to straighten the car. However, with excessive speed of 10 or
more miles per hour and an accelerating yaw angle, applying
power will increase the loss of control, making the situation worse.
In the first situation, with slightly excessive speed, shifting into
neutral could take away from the opportunity to regain control. In
the second situation, shifting into neutral could take away from the
opportunity the driver has to keep focused on the target area for a
corrective steering and counter steering action. There is more to
lose by teaching shifting into neutral than there is to gain.
When teaching in the Skid Monster we are able to recreate
these situations and show the effects of several of the variables that
could exist in a skid situation. One thing that is consistent about
controlling skids is the use of targeting to focus where you want the
car to go; and, if in doubt keep the pedals out, no gas, no brake until
the car is back on target.

The State Legislature has passed SB 33 (Simitian) that prohibits
a driver under the age of 18 from using a wireless telephone or any
other mobile device while operating a motor vehicle. There is an
exemption for calls made to emergency
service providers. The bill defines
“mobile service device” to include, but
not be limited to, a broadband personal
communication device, specialized
mobile radio device, handheld device or
laptop computer with mobile data access,
pager, and two-way messaging device.
The teen driver is subject to a base fine of $20 for a first offense
and $50 for subsequent offenses. Violations would not constitute
a violation point count on the driver’s record. Law enforcement
officers cannot stop a vehicle for the sole purpose of determining
whether the teenage driver is violating the law. However, a law
enforcement officer can stop a vehicle with a driver, regardless of
age who is using a cell phone in hand.
The teen law takes effect at the same time the hand held cell
phone law for older drivers takes effect on July 1, 2008. California
joins numerous other states in restricting cell phone use among
new novice teen drivers. This is based on a recommendation by the
National Safety Council in March of 2002 that states a need to ban
all non-emergency use of electronic devices, including cell phones,
by teenaged drivers.

Online Risk Calculator: Tool for Determining
Statistical Death Rates
The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety is featuring a risk
calculation tool at its web site: www.aaafoundation.org The userfriendly tool allows risk calculations based on the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Reporting (FARS) and the
National Household Travel Survey (NHTS) of the Federal Highway
Administration Office of Policy.
Users can explore the risks across transportation modes,
demographic variables, vehicle types, and environmental
characteristics. The tool, called TrafficSTATS™, provides three
risk measures: deaths per 100 million passenger miles, deaths per
100 million trips, and deaths per 100 million minutes of travel.
For example, a user can determine the death rate for 16-20
year-old males riding motorcycles in a specific region of the
country. The statistic can also be narrowed-down to include day of
the week, hours of the day, and specific months of the year.
TrafficSTATS™ is a joint venture between the AAA Foundation
for Traffic Safety and Carnegie Mellon University.
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Motorcycle Fatalities Increasing
While new data shows the lowest total traffic fatality rate ever
recorded, the motorcycle death rate in the U.S. is up for the ninth
straight year. In fact, for the first time, motorcycle deaths in 2006
outnumbered those of pedestrians.
This troubling increase owes a lot to
failure to wear helmets – a deadly trend
fueled by states without helmet laws,
including some states that have actually
repealed them. Currently, only 20 states
and the District of Columbia require
helmets for bikers on the road.
Another contributing factor is more
people who own motorcycles; there has
been a 48 percent increase in motorcycle
registrations since 1995 and a steady rise
in buyers. Last year, 4,810 motorcyclists were killed, according to
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Nonfatal
motorcycle injuries increased by 30,000 in the past decade (19952005) and fatalities rose 104 percent.
The most shocking rise in fatalities is the 40-plus age group.
Motorcycles are more popular than ever among Baby Boomers
seeking pastimes to take into retirement. In 2005, 47 percent of
deaths were riders 40 years old and above. By contrast, in 1995, 50
percent of motorcycle deaths were among riders 30 or younger.
Reported by www.nsc.org
Excerpted from Family Safety & Health, Fall 2007
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Determined Driving Instructors Wanted for
New TV Reality Show
A new reality show from the makers of ABC's Wife Swap
wants to help America's most challenged drivers. The producers are
looking to cast a driving professional with an outsized personality
and a determined, tough approach towards those with road rage and
other bad driving traits.
The producers state that applicants may have to take a tough
love approach to the problem but hope that all who take part will
benefit from the experience.
For more information, phone 646-747-7936 or email
drivers@rdfnewyork.com
The producers are also requesting applicants to record a video
profile telling who they are, what they love about their job, what
makes them a driving expert, and finally, describing one or two of
the worst students they’ve either made over into a driving expert, or
just gave up on. They also would like to see the applicant behind the
wheel in the video demonstrating his/her great personality.
Applicants should send a tape or DVD as soon as possible to
the following address:
RDF USA
Attn: Jeremy Fader
1790 Broadway, 11th floor
New York, NY 10019
ADTSEA web site, 8/30/07
http://adtsea.iup.edu/adtsea

Driver Education Frequently Asked Questions
reprinted from the California Department of Education website: www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/dr/drvedufaqs.asp

Driver Education

6.

May a school district contract out for Driver’s Training or
Education?
School districts may not contract out for Driver Education. For
Driver’s Training, Education Code Section 41913 states that
the governing board of any school district maintaining secondary
schools according to sections 41913 to 41919, inclusive, may
enter into contracts with approved driver training schools to
provide to any eligible enrolled students of the district, the
automobile driver training as provided pursuant to section
51852. Section 51852 pertains to behind-the-wheel driver
education.

7.

What are the required classroom hours for Driver
Education?
A course on instruction in automobile driver education shall be
at least two and one-half semester periods and taught by a
qualified instructor. A semester period is 30 hours.

8.

May Driver Education be offered in Home Study,
Independent Study, or Internet online courses?
Driver Education may only be provided by a qualified instructor.

1.. What are the relevant Education Code sections pertaining
to Driver Education and how may I access them?
The key Education Code sections are 51220(j), 51220.1, and
51850-51854. These sections may be accessed at
www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
2.

3.

4.

5.

Is Driver Education required to be offered by school
districts?
Yes. Education Code Section 51220(j) states in part that: “The
adopted course of study for grades 7-12, inclusive, shall offer
courses in the following areas of study . . . (j) Automobile
driver education.”
Is Driver Education required for high school graduation?
While driver education is required to be offered, the local
school district governing board may, pursuant to Education
Code Section 51225.3, determine if it is a required course for
graduation. A driver education elective course may be applied
toward meeting minimum graduation credits without requiring
driver education for graduation.
May a student be charged for Driver Education classes?
At no time may a student be charged for driver education that
is required to be offered by the school district regardless of
when and where it is offered. Also, note that several court cases
have held that high school students may not be charged for
driver training in adult schools where the course is being used
to satisfy Education Code Section 51120(j).
When may Driver Education be scheduled?
Driver education should be offered as a 10th grade course since
this usually matches most students’ licensing age. Many districts
are offering driver education instruction along with health
education, since some course topics, such as alcohol, drugs,
and driver fatigue, are discussed in both courses. Understanding
this interrelationship is important since the leading health and
safety issue among teens is associated with traffic collisions,
the number one killer of teens in the state. The Education Code
has several sections providing guidance.
Education Code Section 51851 states: “A course of instruction
in automobile driver education shall . . . (B) Provide the
opportunity for students to take driver education within the
regular school day . . . Additional classes may be offered . . . to
accommodate those who have failed or those who cannot
enroll in the regular school day program.”
Education Code Section 41912 states in part: “The express
purpose of the Legislature is that . . . this instruction properly
belongs in the high school curriculum on a basis having
comparable standards of instruction, quality, teacher-pupil
ratio and class scheduling as in other courses in the regular
curriculum in the regular academic program.”

Driver Training
1.

How many hours of driver training “behind the wheel”
instruction are required?
Twelve hours of instruction are required. This consists of six
hours of actual driving with a qualified instructor and six hours
of observation. Education Code Section 51852 provides other
options for meeting this requirement.

2.

Are computer simulated driver training programs
acceptable in place of “behind the wheel” instruction?
While the Department of Education has the authority to approve
driving simulators, a school district is prohibited by law, and
the Department cannot legally allow, the use of driving
simulators of any kind in place of behind-the-wheel instruction
in any driver training plan included in Education Code section
51852.

Teacher Qualifications
1.

What is required to obtain a Driver Education credential?
A public school teacher must have either a certificate to teach
driver’s education or in lieu of a certificate, a waiver issued by
the Commission on Teacher Credentialing (CCTC). The
certificate course work is 12 units. Only Fresno County Office
of Education with Fresno State University and the University
of California at Riverside are currently offering the certificate
program in Driver Education. As a consequence, teachers
seeking to teach driver education may obtain a waiver on a
case-by-case basis from CCTC. For further information, contact
CCTC. Out-of-state “long distance” college or university
programs for Driver Education certification are not acceptable.
It is highly recommended that CCTC be consulted before
embarking on a certification program.
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Please help us increase our membership!
Our Membership Committee is requesting that each member do his/her part to bring in new members. Please check with the driver
education professionals at your school or district to see if they are members of CASE. If not, provide them with the membership
application below and discuss the importance of belonging to their professional association.

Membership Application (please type or print)
Professional Memberships are $40.00. New memberships are valid for one year from date of receipt.
Name __________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City _______________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________
Make check payable to:
CASE
25 Shelbourne Place
San Mateo, CA 94402

School: _________________________________ District _____________________________________
County: ___________________________________________
Phone: School or office (

)__________-_____________ Evenings: (

)__________-____________

Referred by (optional):_______________________________________________

